Why Kill Whales?
Whales have graced our oceans for millions of years.  They are clever, magnificent, and some say magical, animals.  Not many of us ever get to see them in their natural habitat and to really appreciate how special they are.
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For many years, these gentle giants have suffered at the hands of the human race. Today, whales are killed mainly for meat that is eaten in luxury restaurants and homes in Iceland, Norway and Japan.  Over the years, however, they have been slaughtered to provide many products.  Blubber used to be boiled down to make oil for oil-lamps or used in the production of margarines and soaps.  Vitamin A was obtained from the liver and insulin extracted from the pancreas.  Oil from the head of the sperm whale was used in candles and in cosmetics.
Now there are substitutes for all whale products.  For example, vegetable oils are used in margarine and oil from the jojoba bean can replace sperm whale oil.  There is no longer any need to kill whales to find ingredients for our products.
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The Japanese whalers place more importance on whale meat than oil.  Despite superabundance worldwide of protein-rich food, such as beef, poultry and dairy products, Japan would like to continue to consume whale meat.  Japan is a country with many millions of people squeezed onto a small living space, so there is limited land for agricultural expansion.  Japan has a tradition of exploiting the sea as its main source of food and it sees whales as a normal part of its harvest.  Indeed, the Japanese do not recognise that whaling is cruel.

Whale meat in Japan is not an important element of the Japanese diet.  The ordinary man-in-the-street doesn’t buy it.   It’s a luxury food served at the most expensive restaurants to those who can afford it.
So no-one should accept the argument that killing whales is necessary anymore.  Let’s stop this cruel and mindless destruction of one of our planet’s most amazing creatures - before it’s too late!
Mr L Tiger

14 Nature Street

London

L14 8YH

Monday 30th March

Dear Sir/Madam,

Once again our great town planners have seen fit to give permission for a new zoo to open in the town centre. We need to consider whether a zoo is the right environment for wild animals. Many zoos are poorly organised and harm animals. We need to think about whether our community wants this.  
Frightened for our future

Do animals really belong in small enclosures with little space to exercise? Do we really want our town’s reputation to be ruined by a zoo that may not be the right home for its animals? Zoos are prisons where animals suffer from boredom, stress and frustration. I could not bear to see poor, helpless animals suffer in a zoo where they are not treated with the respect they deserve.

The whole world is going mad. If this town is going to have a zoo I may move to Mars! Tigers and lions have around 18,000 times less space in zoos than they would in the wild. Polar bears have one million times less space. Look into your heart and ask yourself do you want animals to suffer because they are trapped away from their natural habitat?
We need to urge the people of our town to consider what is right for these wild, wonderful and precious animals. Think before you make your decision. Think about the lives of precious animals. Think about our town and its people. 

Yours Sincerely,

L .Tiger
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The Holiday of Your Dreams
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This fabulous, luxury, family friendly hotel has its own beachfront at the quieter end of the bay.  It is only a tiny walk from the golden sands and a short drive from the colourful, unspoilt village. 

The wonderful views are what make this place such a glorious, relaxing place in which to stay.

Some rooms have spacious balconies and most rooms in the hotel enjoy a stunning sea view.  All the rooms are simply but tastefully decorated.

Freda and Max, the owners, create a warm and friendly environment in which guests can relax in comfort.  The large pool, complete with water slide, is a great place for the children to play in safety and, in the evening, the candlelit restaurant is ideal for a romantic meal.

So why not book now?  The holiday of your dreams is closer than you think!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Questions

1. How far is the hotel from the village?
2. Do many rooms have a sea view?
3. Give two reasons why the pool is a good place for children.
4. What is good about the balconies in this hotel?
5. Why would people be attracted to the hotel’s location?
6. In the first two paragraphs, find all the adjectives that describe the hotel.
7. Who would enjoy going to the restaurant in the evening?
8. Explain why this hotel is a good place for families to stay.
9. Write out the sentence from the text that would most persuade you to book a holiday at the hotel. Explain why it is the most persuasive.
