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      Year 4 -  Literacy Scheme of Work

	Theme
	Year A: Misty Mountain Sierra – Year B: Blue Abyss!

	Text Type 
	Recount:
Recount / Web page
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	Persuasion:
Persuasive Leaflet
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	Narrative, Poetry and Digital Literacy:
Adventure Story






	Term 1

	• Use a planning tool to organise their thoughts and refer to it throughout the writing process.
• Include an exciting title.
• Capitalise all proper nouns correctly.
• Use pronouns consistently to replace nouns, such as the names of people and places.
• Start each new section with an appropriate time phrase.
• Begin to include adverbial phrases of time within sentences.
• Use prepositions to help the reader to imagine places.
• Begin to add detail to the relative clause.
• When writing dialogue, use the speech + speaker pattern confidently “Be quiet,” whispered Sally – along with previously learnt patterns.
• Start sentences with the present participle.
• Use all the senses to describe.
• Select powerful nouns to describe.
• Add appropriate adjectives to nouns to help the reader to visualise.
• Describe places clearly, picking out important details.








	  • Use a planning tool to organise their thoughts and refer to it throughout the writing process.
• Include an emotive title.
• Use a strong opening hook such as a question, a personal address, an imperative or a shocking statement.
• Write in the present tense.
• Begin to add detail to the relative clause.
• Give reasons to back up your ideas.
• Use alliteration to highlight key words.
• Use a comparison to make one idea sound better than another.
• Use the list of three for effect.
• Repeat a single word for effect.
• Use bullet points.
• Use a logo/slogan if appropriate.
 










	• Use an appropriate narrative planning tool to plan all the stages of a story and refer to it throughout when writing the first draft.
• Include an intriguing title.
• Write in the third person.
• Write a story with an opening that sets a scene and contains a series of events, a complication, a resolution and a climax.
• Understand the features of a specified genre.
• Include some feature of the specified genre. 
• Use pronouns consistently to replace nouns, such as the names of people and places.
• Begin to add detail to the relative clause.
• Use prepositions confidently to describe a 3D setting.
• Use the speech pattern speech followed by speaker correctly, along with previously learnt patterns.
• Use the omissive apostrophe in dialogue.
• Start sentences with the present participle.
• Use connectives that shift attention (meanwhile, three days later).
• Describe characters’ movements, gestures and speech.
• Describe places.
• Describe the colour, shape and size of objects.
• Use comparisons to make descriptions richer.


Digital Film Literacy

https://www.literacyshed.com/23-degrees-5-minutes.html 

Teaching ideas:  

In the opening scene we see an explorer in the frozen arctic.  He is looking for someone and in the first minute it is left up to us to decide who it is. The film then wanders back in time as the narrator/explorer recalls his days at University in Ireland where he studied under Professor Orit.  (The man who is missing in the opening scenes.)
It brings us back to the present day and the predicament of the explorer.  Who will he meet?  Will he find the professor every again?

Rewrite the monologue recounting his days in the Arctic. 
Describe the opening setting using similes, metaphor and personification. 
Use of rhetorical questions for effect e.g. Would I find him here in the icy wasteland?
Study the film and analyse the scene changes, the change in time and the differences between the different settings. 
Rewrite the film as journal entries recounting the important events of the film. 
Write a newspaper report about the disappearance of the professor. 
Create a ship’s log for the voyage.  
Use maps to see where the voyage would take him. 
Use show not tell to describe features and feelings in the Arctic. 
Rewrite the ending, the explorer goes with the 'professor' and he shows him his workshop etc.
Create a 'Captain's Log' for his voyage, listing inventory, places visited on his way and then chronicle his way across the icy wastes.

Coral Reef

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2BKd5e15Jc

Teaching Ideas

· Create setting descriptions for the different settings including the Coral Reef
· Think about adding in information about all five senses.
· Pretend someone gave you a submarine that could take you to the deepest depths of the ocean, the trenches. Think about what the journey down would be like. What would you see through each of the ocean zones during your descent? What would it be like when you finally reached the bottom?
· If the coral reefs were a city, what would it be like? Compare and contrast the different living things and how they interact with a modern-day urban environment.

	Theme
	Year A - Pharaohs – Year B - Stargazers  

	Text-type
	Non-chronological report:
Information text
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	Explanation text 
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	Narrative, Poetry and Digital Literacy:
Poetry 

	Term 2
	• Use a planning tool to organise their thoughts and refer to it throughout the writing process.
• Include an interesting title.
• Use pronouns consistently to replace nouns, such as the names of people and places.
• Use phrases to show the frequency of events such as rarely, normally, usually etc.
• Use adverbial phrases of place and manner within sentences.
• Begin to add detail to the relative clause.
• Start sentences with the present participle.
• Explain new topic words using the double comma (appositive phrase).
• Use technical words.
• Use comparisons to make information clearer.
• Include facts and numbers facts as appropriate.
• Include interesting details.
• Use pictures maps or diagrams as appropriate with captions.



	• Use a planning tool to organise their thoughts and refer to it throughout the writing process.
• Use bullet points or sub-headings if it helps to separate it into sections.
• Use time connectives as appropriate.
• Begin to use more causal connectives to show how one event sparks another. 
• Explain any complex terms using the parenthetical comma.
• Begin to add detail to the relative clause.
• Use technical words.
• Include diagrams with captions to support the text.
	• Describe the impact of poetry and explain own interpretation of poems.
• Comment on the use of expressive language to create images, sound effects and atmosphere.
• Read and recite poems.
• Vary volume, pace and use expression when performing.
• Use actions, sound effects, musical patterns and images to enhance a poem’s meaning.
• Comment on the use of expressive language to create images, sound effects and atmosphere
• Read, recite and respond to limericks, Haiku and Tanka


Digital Film Literacy

Pharaohs

https://www.literacyshed.com/the-egyptian-pyramids.html
Tadeo Jones
Tad is inside an Egyptian tomb in this short clip. 

Teaching ideas
Use for tension, setting description, diary entries and more.

A funny video which could be used to kick off a topic on Egypt.   Cairo, 1920, an archaeologist is about to discover the secret of the Egyptian Pyramids.

Pupils could write a diary/recount of the events in the film.  Writing from the point of view of the explorer or of the camel.

Stargazers

https://www.literacyshed.com/planetunknown.html

At the end of the 21st century Mankind were facing global resource depletion. 

Space Rovers were sent out to find potential inhabitable planets. Seeds were carried by these Space Rovers to test the possibility of growing plants on a target planet. 

Teaching Ideas

Create a ship’s log documenting the arrival on the planet and the Space Rovers' findings. 
Retell the narrative in the 3rd person. 
Create a non-chronological report about the Unknown planet. Link to other films in the Sci Fi shed, for example Pandora or one of the 12 planets.

	Theme
	Year A - Scream Machine   Year B -  Allotment

	Text-type
	Discussion:
Discussion text
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	Narrative, Poetry and Digital Literacy:


	Term 3

	• Use a planning tool to organise their thoughts and refer to it throughout the writing process.
• Include a conclusion that gives the writer’s opinion.
• End with a powerful statement.
• Use different sentence starters to signal each point.
• Begin to add detail to the relative clause.
• Use examples to back up points.
• Include technical words, as appropriate.
• Support ideas by using facts.





 


	• Use a planning tool to organise their thoughts and refer to it throughout the writing process.
• Begin with an opening sentence that makes the task sound essential or exciting.
• Include a list of materials or parts with precise quantities, measurements and descriptions.
• Use more precise times to make steps clearer – Wait five minutes until it is dry.
• Use until or up to to show when a process is complete – Whisk until they are fluffy.
• Include bullet points and numbered lists as appropriate.
• Include helpful pictures or diagrams to accompany the text.
	• Use an appropriate narrative planning tool to plan all the stages of a story and refer to it throughout when writing the first draft.
• Include an intriguing title.
• Write in the third person.
• Write a story with an opening that sets a scene and contains a series of events, a complication, a resolution and a climax.
• Understand the features of a specified genre.
• Include some feature of the specified genre. 
• Use pronouns consistently to replace nouns, such as the names of people and places.
• Begin to add detail to the relative clause.
• Use prepositions confidently to describe a 3D setting.
• Use the speech pattern speech followed by speaker correctly, along with previously learnt patterns.
• Use the omissive apostrophe in dialogue.
• Start sentences with the present participle.
• Use connectives that shift attention (meanwhile, three days later).
• Describe characters’ movements, gestures and speech.
• Describe places.
• Describe the colour, shape and size of objects.
• Use comparisons to make descriptions richer.

Digital Film Literacy

Wonder Land

See detailed Wonder Land SOW at

https://www.intofilm.org/campaign/22

Wonder Park follows a young girl named June, who once spent many happy hours imagining and designing a theme park called Wonderland, filled with fantastical rides and populated with talking animals. Older and wiser, June has lost her sense of imagination… until she stumbles upon a hidden path in the woods and finds that her own private theme park has magically come to life! 

Students will put their learning into practise and, much like June in Wonder Park, create their own rollercoasters, to be combined into a class-designed theme park of their own!

Buster the Boxer

Digital Film Literacy

https://www.literacyshed.com/buster.html

Teaching Ideas
· Write the narrative titled: 'The Night the Animals Came to the Garden.'
· Write a series of short diary entries from the point of view of one of the animals which then leads up to the best night of their life.
· Write the conversation between the animals on the trampoline. 
· What is buster thinking as he's looking out into the garden?
· How might John Lewis advertise a new line of dog trampolines? 
· What about other toys for pets?
· Write the letter that the little girl wrote to Santa, asking for the trampoline.
· British wildlife information texts - Could even do them with a twist, 'Did you know that one of the favourite pastimes of a fox is to trampoline?'
· Write about Father Christmas seeing the animals in the garden.

	

Writing in Year 4

	Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation
	Composition
	Handwriting


	Word Classes

Introduce compound nouns – toothpaste, daughter-in-law, breakfast, ladybird.

 Information text)

Noun Phrase Study
Develop synonym and antonyms banks.
Teach using a present participle and an adjective after the noun – the man, wearing a hat, the man, tired after his journey.

(Discussion text, Recount and Information text and Narrative)

Verb Study

Focus on verbs that show emotion – weep, groan, giggle, howl, beam.

(Recount and Narrative text)



Adjective Study

Focus on adjectives that describe a person’s emotions – depressed, light-hearted, morose.
Focus on adjectives that describe objects in detail – patterns, textures, dimensions – chequered, striped, rough, circular.

(Narrative and Recount text,
Information text and Explanation text)

Adverb Study

Use an adverb + adverb + comma sentence starter – Slowly and carefully, they worked. Angrily and sternly, he spoke to the crowd.
Introduce adverbial phrases of time + comma sentence starter – After three days, Five weeks later,

(Recount and Narrative text,
Information text and Recount text)

Preposition Study

Add an adjective to the prepositional phrase – under the ancient tree, above the white clouds.

Determiner Study

Use once, twice, three times (multiplier) and half, a fourth (fraction).

(Instruction and Explanation text)

Punctuation Study

Introduce the speaker + speech pattern – John said, “Go away!”
Introduce comma in speech and internal punctuation.
Focus on apostrophe for omission / contraction – it’s, he’s they’re.

(Recount text and narrative)

Capital Letter
Study

Introduce capital letters for countries and nationalities – France, American.
Introduce capital letters in speech / quotations – He said, “No!”

Vocabulary

anti, de, en, em, fore, in, im

Suffix for Adjective and Noun Study

-ly, -ally, 
-ness, -ment

Word Study

Work on less common homophones –
doe and dough, pray and prey.

Paragraphing

Teach the Big Five – These are the five reasons to start a new paragraph –new person, new place, new time, new action and new speaker

Style Devices

Use a superlative – the biggest, the tallest, the most amazing
Include a fact – It weighs just three kilograms.
Use personal pronouns to draw in the reader – you, your, I, my, we, us, our.

(Persuasion text)

Figurative Devices Study

Work on expanding similes with extra details – as hot as the sun at noon in an African sky.

(Recount text and Narrative / Poetry)

Simple Sentence Study

Vary sentence starters – use adverbs, prepositions and connectives.

Compound Sentence Study

Consolidate previous compound sentences.
Introduce comma + so compound sentence – Enter your passcode, so you can see the whole file.

(Instruction and Persuasion text)

Complex Sentence Study

Consolidate the above patterns and introduce before and after in written complex sentences –Before you travel, have an injection. Tidy up after you have cooked.

(Recount text and Narrative)

Relative Clause Study / Drop-in Study

Expand the relative clause by adding description – The island, where the burly pirates from the wooden ship buried the treasure, was small.

(Recount, Persuasion text, Information text and Narrative)

Discourse Marker Study

Use discourse markers to make a contrast – however, on the other hand, in contrast, nevertheless nonetheless conversely, despite this.

(Discussion and Information text)

Temporal Connectives Study

Expand time phrases so that they are more descriptive – On a dark and stormy day in November,

(Recount text and Narrative)

Causal Connective Study

Learn: as a result, for that reason, in this way.

(Explanation text)






	Pupils should be taught to:

Plan their writing by:

· discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
· discussing and recording ideas

Draft and write by:

· composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures (See Appendix 2)
· organising paragraphs around a theme
· in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
· in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices such as headings and
sub-headings



Evaluate and edit by:

· assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements
· proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, e.g. the accurate use of pronouns in sentences
· proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors
· read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.
	Pupils should be taught to:

· increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, e.g. by ensuring
that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are
spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch.
· Cursive writing should be the norm.

	Spelling

	Year 4 Objectives 
• Use knowledge of phonics, morphology and etymology to spell new and unfamiliar words
• Distinguish between the spelling and meaning of common homophones
• Know and apply common spelling rules
• Develop a range of personal strategies for learning new and irregular words


		Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3

	i. To distinguish between the spelling and meaning of homophones (e.g. new – knew, heard – herd)
ii. To investigate, collect and classify spelling patterns related to the formation of plurals (e.g. church – churches, box – boxes)
Extend the knowledge of spelling strategies and apply to high-frequency and cross-curricular words.
	i. To investigate and learn to spell words with common letter strings
ii. To understand how suffixes change the function of words (e.g. verbs into nouns: create – creation, nouns into verbs: apology – apologise)
Extend the knowledge of spelling strategies and apply to high-frequency and cross-curricular words.
	i. To understand the use of the apostrophe in contracted forms of words (e.g. I’ll, you’re)
ii. To revise and investigate links between meaning and spelling when using affixes
Extend the knowledge of spelling strategies and apply 


	




	Oracy in Year 4

	Spoken Language

	Pupils should be taught to:  

•Communicate in different languages including Welsh, English and, where appropriate, home/community language(s).
· listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
· ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and build vocabulary and
knowledge
· articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
· give well-structured descriptions and explanations
· maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on
topic and initiating and responding to comments
· use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising,
imagining and exploring ideas
· speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
· participate in discussions, presentations, performances and debates
· gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
· consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the
contributions of others
· select and use appropriate registers for effective communication.
	Children in Year 4 should be involved in: 

· ‘playground talk’
· Paired and group talk
· Speaking to teacher and other adults
· Listening and responding to others
· Oral rehearsal for writing
· Learning to talk clearly in front of large groups
· Giving feedback to others.
· Formal oral presentations
· Developing deeper and richer vocabulary

	Reading in Year 4

	Word Reading
	Comprehension
	Guided Reading

	Pupils should be taught to:

· apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes 

· read aloud and to understand the
meaning of new words they meet
· read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences

	Pupils should be taught to:
· develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:
·  listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and
· reference books or textbooks
· reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of
· purposes
· using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read
· increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths
· and legends, and retelling some of these orally
· identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books
· preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing
· understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action
· discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination
·  recognising some different forms of poetry (e.g. free verse, narrative poetry)
· understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:
· checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and
· explaining the meaning of words in context
· asking questions to improve their understanding of a text drawing inferences such
· as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and
· justifying inferences with evidence
· predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
· dentifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these
· · identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning
· retrieve and record information from non-fiction
· participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can
· read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say.


	•Use of the 8 reading behaviours throughout reading activities, reinforced through guided reading.
Teacher led group every day.  Carousel of activities. Each week teacher choses 5 activities from menu below:
· Boggle – 3 x 3 grid alphabet cards and blends e.g. sh,  ee,  etc
How many 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 letter words can you make?
· Handwriting cards
· Grammar exercises e.g. alternative words for ‘said’ nice, capital letter, speech mark exercises etc.
· Dictionary cards – find the meaning of the following words.  Write each in an interesting sentence.
· Comprehension box (self-marking)
· Weekly spelling list – look cover write check 5 times each word
· Silent reading / paired reading
· Teacher led activity (using rapid reading books scheme, ORT or Twinkl practice comprehension test exercises)
· Twinkle resources (including maths mental placement tests) e.g. Growth mindset twinkle colouring activities
· Scrabble tiles – letters have numbers. How much is each word Boggle word worth?
· Welsh reading books/magazines.


	Year 4 Word Lists

	appear
	continue
	grammar
	material
	possible
	suppose

	breadth
	different
	group
	medicine
	pressure
	surprise

	breathe
	difficult
	guard
	mention
	probably
	therefore

	build
	disappear
	guide
	natural
	recent
	though/although

	busy/business
	exercise
	imagine
	opposite
	regular
	

	calendar
	experience
	important
	ordinary
	remember
	

	caught
	experiment
	increase
	particular
	separate
	

	certain
	extreme
	interest
	peculiar
	special
	

	complete
	famous
	island
	position
	straight
	

	consider
	favourite
	knowledge
	possess(ion)
	strength
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