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Welcome to the Specialist Teaching Facilities at Morriston Primary School. The Specialist Teaching Facilities (STFs) are made up of two classes catering for pupils aged between 3 – 11 years of age with Severe Learning Difficulties. The pupils attending the Facilities have a range of difficulties such as learning difficulties, multi-sensory impairments, co-ordination difficulties, speech and language difficulties, Autistic Spectrum Disorder, and Down’s syndrome etc.
Every pupil attending the STF classes has an IDP, which addresses their particular needs, setting out individualised measurable Outcomes for the pupils to work towards. 

The pupils attending the STFs are included in mainstream activities as much as possible, but the STFs also provide an opportunity for the pupils to acquire skills and competencies, through a variety of activities, in a stimulating, safe, secure and happy environment.  This environment will nurture the pupil’s moral, aesthetic, physical, social and intellectual development. The wide range of activities offered are intended to enrich the overall development of each pupil whilst also focusing on their individual needs. 
Aims 
At Morriston Primary school STFs we aim to:-
~ continue to work towards developing inclusive educational provision.

~work in partnership with the school, parents and agencies to achieve the best for all pupils.

~identify, assess and provide for the learner’s additional learning needs early and efficiently and ensure that they are correctly placed and provided for.

~ provide resources to ensure pupils’ needs are effectively met.

~provide a broad balanced curriculum, which is adapted according to individual needs.

~provide a secure, caring and stimulating environment for individual pupils to learn effectively.

Within the school we follow a TEAM approach, as we believe:-
T     Together we work in partnership.
E     Everyone is equal.
A     Achieving goals is possible, by setting targets which are specific, measurable, achievable, relevant and time bound.

M    More opportunities are made available in all areas of school life through a differentiated curriculum, providing a strong foundation for lifelong learning.

Curriculum
The curriculum priorities are based on the requirements of the Curriculum for Wales Framework 2022 as appropriate.  At Morriston we foster a skills based curriculum, which has the four purposes the LNF/DCF, integral skills and cross cutting themes at the heart of it.  We plan our curriculum through topics, which provides a more fluid form of learning.  A multi-sensory approach of teaching is used whenever possible as it appeals to all learning styles.  

A baseline assessment is carried out when the children enter the STF classes and individual outcomes are written appropriate to the individual needs, allowing for sequential and structured learning. 

The STFs also work closely with outside agencies such as the Educational Psychologist, Speech and Language Therapists, Behavioural Support Team, Specialist Teachers, Physiotherapists and Occupational Therapists.  The children might also be working on activities as advised by the relevant professionals involved directly with them e.g. speech and language and communication skills, motor skills, self-help skills or developing positive behaviour etc.
Facilities

Multi-sensory rooms
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Multi-sensory room 1.  The pupils enjoy pressing the switches to change the colours of the lights in the infinity tunnel.  They can turn the fan on and off and feel the air blowing on their face.  They can press the switches to smell the aromas in the aroma box.
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The pupils enjoy looking at their changing reflection in the bendy mirrors.  They enjoy making sounds to light the ladder lights.  They enjoy standing on the hopscotch and listening to the different sounds they can create.  They enjoy pressing the switches to change the colours of the talking bubble tubes and some also like to lie and relax on the soft flooring whilst listening to music.

Sensory room 2 

The multi-sensory room is a calm, engaging space designed to stimulate the senses and encourage exploration.   On the floor, an interactive projector creates moving images and games that respond to movement. Children can step, jump, or wave their hands to make fish scatter, leaves swirl, or shapes bounce away.   A glowing mood egg and cube gently change colours, offering soothing visual stimulation and a chance to explore light, shade, and colour mixing.  Mounted on the wall, we have an interactive wall xylophone, this musical feature responds to touch. Children can tap to produce sounds and melodies, exploring sound and cause-and-effect. It gives opportunities for self-expression, creativity, and fine motor practice.  There is also an Infinity tunnel, a mirror-lined feature with LED lights that seem to stretch endlessly, creating the illusion of a glowing tunnel. 
Altogether, the room provides a multi-sensory experience that can be both stimulating and calming. It’s flexible for use in relaxation, play, therapy, or learning, and it supports children with a wide range of needs.
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Home/School Links

As a school we aim to foster links between home and school so that a partnership exists and good relations are formed.
Parents can help with their child’s education in school in a number of ways:-

~ Parents can take an active role in the Parents Teachers and Friends Association and support school PTFA activities.

~Parents can become Parent Governors on the School Governing Body.

~Parents can consolidate at home, work done in school, by following the advice of the teacher.

As a parent there will be many opportunities for you to come into school and it is important that you feel part of our school community. Class Dojo is used to keep good home and school links, this is a good way for us to keep in contact. Please feel free to write in this as much as possible to keep us informed of any relevant information.  School starts at 8.50am and finishes at 3.00pm, for the children attending the STF classes (8.50am to 11.30am for those attending morning nursery in the STF and 12.45pm to 3.00pm for the afternoon session). 
Dinner arrangements

Dinner time is 11.50am  – 12.45pm.

Sandwiches need to come in a box with your child’s name on it.  Dinners need to be paid for on a Monday morning via the Ipad app.   A member of staff will be with the children all through play and dinner time.

Class fund and fruit money

We ask for a contribution of £5.00 per half term towards cookery and walks to Morriston where we might visit a café or go shopping.  Pupils to bring in their own snack into school. 
Uniform

We encourage all parents to dress their children according to our school uniform.  School uniform can be purchase from Bergoni or Mamselle in Morriston.  Pupils can wear a plain yellow t-shirt, royal blue jumper with black/grey trousers or skirt.
Gym – Shorts, T-shirt and slip on gym shoes are required for PE.

Jewellery should not be worn as it is liable to cause accidents, get lost or broken.

All items of clothing must be marked with you child’s name.  Please inform school if your child is going to be absent.  

School telephone no. 01792 781811.

Starting school can be an exhausting business – emotionally, physically and mentally.  Don’t be surprised if your child comes home feeling tired initially while they adapt to the length of the school day.
Language

You can help by:-

Reading and talking about stories every night if possible.

Teaching Nursery rhymes and jingles.

Answering children’s questions and listening to what they say.

Joining the library.

Encouraging children to draw patterns, tracing and colouring giving help where needed.

Constructing Jigsaws.

Writing. 
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Mathematics

Singing number rhymes....... 2 Little Dicky birds, 1,2,3,4,5 Once I caught a fish alive, etc

Counting stairs, lampposts etc    [image: image6.wmf]
Sorting out washing, sorting socks, putting into piles belonging to mum, dad, brother, sister.

Talking about shapes.

Helping to cook with an Adult.              [image: image7.wmf]
Going on shopping trips- counting tins, packets etc.

LEARNING INDEPENDENCE
Listed below are some of the self–help independence goals we will be aiming for. These skills will be greatly beneficial to your child and it would be appreciated if we could work together on these.
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Brushing teeth                            using the toilet                     Using a knife

                                                       properly                                 and fork

 [image: image11.wmf]       [image: image12.wmf]              [image: image13.wmf]
Playing with children                 Tiding my toys                       getting dressed

my own age                                                                                   ON MY OWN 
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Changing my shoes          Washing my hands and face       Blowing my nose
Health and well being

The school operates a breakfast club which open to all pupils from Nursery to Year 6. STF children are also able to attend the breakfast club. The club is held from 8.00am to 8.45am pupils who attend will be served with cereals toast and juice. Children must arrive prior to 8.30am in order to be served with breakfast.
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Sport at Morriston Primary School is viewed as contributing to a healthy, happy and motivating school environment. It provides the opportunity not only to promote physical activity and healthy lifestyle but also to develop positive attitudes embraced in the school philosophy.

These aims have been identified:-

To provide a range of physical activities, which have short term and sustained  levels of exercise
[image: image21.wmf]To develop a sense of belonging and participation in team activities.
  To ensure safe practices in physical activities by establishing      a safety ethos that emphasises the importance of listening to instruction, following rules, wearing appropriate clothing.

  PE lessons take place in the school hall which is one of the largest of its kind in any primary school within the county. STF pupils also have access to [image: image22.emf]sensory circuits and a football league throughout the school year. 
Swimming lessons take place in Morriston leisure centre. Pupils attending STF 2 have the opportunity to attend swimming lessons on a rota basis.         

It is the philosophy of our school that all pupils be given the opportunity to access these activities at the appropriate level, irrespective of race and sex or ability.
