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Morriston Primary School
Specialist Teaching Facilities

The Specialist Teaching Facilities at Morriston Primary are made up of two classes, catering for pupils aged between 3 – 11 years of age with Severe Learning Difficulties.  The pupils attending these classes have a range of difficulties such as learning difficulties, multi-sensory impairments, co-ordination difficulties, speech and language difficulties, Autistic Spectrum Disorders, and Downs Syndrome.
Our planned places are 21 pupils between the two STF classes.  The LA have provided us with extra TA support as a result of the high number of pupils with ASD. The basic staffing per class is, one teacher and two teaching assistants, which allows for a high adult to pupil ratio. Other pupils might be awarded more support depending on their needs. 
Criteria for entry

Pupils are referred to us by the LA.  The pupils must have an IDP before they can attend the Specialist Teaching Facility.   Parents usually visit to see the facilities.  We then hold an admissions meeting where we discuss the needs of the pupil prior to entry into the Specialist Teaching Facilities.  Parents are given useful information about the school and an ‘All About Me Book’ to fill in for their child.
Assessments

When the pupils enter the STF we set-up a personal file for them, containing their IDPs and any relevant background information or advice from outside agencies.  We also carry out an Initial Profile, which provides us with a baseline and enables us to chart any progress made.  We also refer to the pupil’s IDP in detail as this provides us with the background history, the nature of the pupil’s strengths and difficulties, the professionals involved with the pupil and the objectives which we need to work on.  
Smart Files
Every pupil in the STF has their own Smart File, containing their One Page Profile and their IDP, setting out the Outcomes they are working on, the resources/ALP they are going to use and who is going to help them.   A copy of the IDP is shared with parents as it is important that we are all working together.  IDP targets are reviewed every term and during the Person Centred Review process.
Planning

The Curriculum Planning in the STFs is linked with mainstream.  Our planning is based on Our Curriculum developed in response to the new Curriculum Framework. Our themes are mapped out along with our writing genres and coverage of the curriculum over a 2 year cycle. We are also encouraging greater independence from our learners. 
Foundation Phase Principles

Focused task – teacher led activity.







Enhanced provision – what we will add to







The provision to take the pupil’s 







learning forward.








Continuous provision – the provision that is 







In class all the time e.g. sand and water,







role-play, construction etc.
Evidence

We keep examples of the children’s work/books and we contribute to electronic portfolios linked to the Areas of Learning and Experience. 
The pupils in the STFs also have their own individual Records of Personal Achievement, which are pictorial, cataloguing their achievements during their time in the STF.  
Links with Outside Agencies

The STFs have developed close links with outside agencies.  We work alongside a range of professionals in our efforts to ensure we are catering specifically for the individual needs of the children.  We have close links with the Physiotherapy service, Occupational Therapy Service, the Speech and Language Therapy Service, the MSI Advisory Service and the Educational Psychology Service as well as others as the need arises. 
Parental Links

We work closely with parents.  They receive annual reports about their children, which is in addition to the multi-agency annual review meetings which are held approximately annual to the date the child’s IDP became final (Unless the children are under 5 in which case the reviews are six monthly).  Reviews take a person-centred planning approach where all relevant parties are involved.   We have parents evening twice a year, meet-the-teacher in September and we also have an open door, where parents can come in to discuss any concerns they have regarding their child.  We also use Class Dojo for communication between home and school.  Some of the children in the STF have transport to and from school, which means it is not always possible to meet the parents face-to-face at the end of the school day.   

Facilities
We have some lovely facilities to offer our pupils.  We have two multi-sensory rooms one which was funded by the Wooden Spoon Society.  
Website

The STFs/OAU have their own area on the School Website where we can place useful documents like the prospectus for the STFs.  We are also able to post updates on our Twitter feed. 
Inclusion
The school has a very inclusive ethos where everyone is valued.  We strive to develop inclusion and work with the mainstream classes on inclusion sessions.  During these sessions the children from the STFs attend lessons with their mainstream peers.  Inclusion is a two-way process where children from the mainstream also join their STF peers for sessions.  We have a number of pupils who have integrated into the mainstream on a full-time basis.
Links with Special Schools/STFs
We have worked hard to develop close links with other special schools and STFs in Swansea.  We are often invited to Pen-y-Bryn to their fetes and concerts and likewise they come to see our concerts in Morriston Primary School.  Pupils in the STF2 are part of the STF football league and take part in football matches throughout the year.  
Extra Curricular Activities

Children from the STFs attend lunchtime clubs and after school clubs.  We also attend a variety of events outside school.  We also work on developing the children’s social skills by visiting shops and cafes in Morriston as well as further afield.
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