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This risk assessment has been updated following Welsh Government easing of restrictions to alert level zero announcement of alert level two restrictions. The control plan signals the expectation that schools should operate as normally as possible at alert level zero. Baseline measures including risk assessments, improved hygiene and ventilation, and preventing attendance by individuals with COVID-19 symptoms will continue to be in place, but other measures are being relaxed as part of a proportionate system of controls. For schools, this will allow some flexibility for local decision-making and tailored interventions, supported by local authorities, Incident Management Teams (IMTs) and public health officials.  At alert level zero, there will be more flexibility for schools to determine what is required to manage risks at the local level. 
The Coronavirus Control Plan for Wales: autumn and winter 2021 update sets out that, despite the challenges the winter period poses, WG expect schools, alongside childcare and play settings, colleges and universities, to remain open.
Baseline measures including risk assessments and taking reasonable measures to minimise exposure to, and the spread of, coronavirus based on that risk assessment, improved hygiene and ventilation, and preventing attendance by individuals with COVID-19 symptoms continue to be in place, regardless of Alert Level. But other measures will reflect the situation at a point in time, as part of a proportionate system of controls.  For schools, this allows some flexibility for local decision-making and tailored interventions, supported by local authorities, regional Incident Management Teams (IMTs) and public health officials.
Schools are to apply the VERY HIGH control measures outlined in this risk assessment as agreed by IMT. In addition this RA should be read in close conjunction with WG documents:
· Alert level 2: guidance for employers, businesses and organisations which outlines fundamental advice on how COVID-19 is spread and what reasonable measures employers should take in reducing the risk in their setting
· the local COVID-19 intervention action card for schools
· any additional support material provided to schools by Welsh Government
· Local COVID-19 infection control decision framework for schools
From 26 December, organised events and gatherings must not take place for more than 30 people indoors and 50 people outdoors, including amateur sporting events (where the maximum numbers do not include players, referees or coaching team). Elite sporting events can take place but spectators are not allowed to attend. All events must be organised by a responsible body and have a risk assessment in line with NGB and WG guidelines. 
Flying Start settings based in schools will continue to work closely with their host school to mirror operations.  As such, Primary and Secondary schools; Flying Start settings; PRU and Special Schools will be referred to as schools/settings in this risk assessment.  As Flying Start settings accommodate pre-Nursery age children, you will see ‘pupils/children’ used throughout the document. 

Every effort has been made to mitigate the risk to pupils/children, staff and parents, however, it is important to note that total mitigation of the risk of contamination/infection with Covid-19 is not possible. This will be made clear to all those using the facility. This generic risk assessment meets H&S requirements and is in line with the most up to date guidance from WG; schools and settings risk framework. Headteachers and Governing Bodies are advised to amend this assessment to keep in line with their own setting’s circumstances and operational needs, by completing the Rationale box at the end of each risk assessment section. This will make this risk assessment suitable and sufficient for your school setting. General instructions for use of this document:  Clicking on the Risk Assessment Section headings below will take you to that section of the risk assessment.  To return to this page, press ‘Ctrl’ & ‘Home’ buttons at the same time.  

Determining the level of risk
At the time of writing, we are operating at alert level zero two. This means that the overall risk level for Wales is determined as low. At alert level 2 you should:
· Follow guidance on limiting the number of people you meet who you do not live with.
· If you meet people other than your household meet them outdoors wherever possible. If meetings indoors make sure it is well ventilated. The overall risk level for Wales will continue to be determined nationally by Welsh Government using the information below and will be communicated to all.

Level of Risk – LOW (click here to see description)
Level of Risk  - MODERATE (click here to see description)
Level of Risk – HIGH (click here to see description)
Level of Risk – VERY HIGH (click here to see description)
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	Risk level after control
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	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating
	Existing Control /New Controls
	LOW
	MODERATE
	HIGH
	VERY HIGH
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating

	1.0 
Spread of Covid-19 infection
	All staff; pupils; visitors
	4x4 
	16
	1. All staff to be made aware of the symptoms of Covid-19 (flu like symptoms, a continuous cough, high temperature, loss of taste and/or smell).
the three key symptoms of COVID-19:
· a high temperature: this means that they feel hot to touch on their chest or back 
· a new, continuous cough: this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours
· a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste: this means they’ve noticed they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal.
2. Any staff member/pupil/parent or visitor with Covid-19 symptoms or who have tested positive in the last 10 days must not come into the school/setting. Must follow the self isolation guidance from Welsh Government. 

All over 18s who are fully vaccinated (having received two full doses of an approved vaccine) and children aged 5 to 17 are now asked to take lateral flow tests (LFTs) every day for 7 days if they are identified as a contact of a positive COVID-19 case. This is known as ‘Daily Contact Testing’. Please note that contacts of a positive case are unlikely to equate to an entire class/group.

WG recommend those undertaking Daily Contact Testing take their test before they arrive at school each day. These individuals do not need to self-isolate for that day unless they have a positive lateral flow test or develop symptoms. In either of these cases, they should book a PCR test as soon as possible.

Unvaccinated adults identified as a contact of a positive COVID-19 case must isolate for 7 days.

Our position on children under 5 years old remains unchanged - they are not required to self-isolate or test as contacts.

Anyone identified as a contact, who is fully vaccinated or aged 5 to 17 can access daily contact testing instead of self-isolation, regardless of whether they are a household or close contact.
Primary schools will shortly be receiving an initial supply of LFDs – initially via their local authority and then directly to schools. These tests are being made available to ensure that parents who are unable to access tests via other routes are able to access LFDs if their child is identified as a contact. Your local authority will be in touch shortly to explain how LFT kits for 5-11 year olds will be made available. Primary schools will be able to order further supplies of test kits in due course for learners aged 5-11 using the same method as currently used for staff members.

Primary and secondary staff and secondary age learners are advised to undertake LFD testing three times a week at present on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday using LFTs and record their results – this should continue. Where a member of staff becomes aware that they are a contact of a positive case via any means then they should undertake LFD testing for 7 days and then revert to testing 3 times a week as advised for education staff.

Staff working with those learners who are at higher clinical risk or clinically vulnerable have been advised to test daily in line with social care. Further information is available.

3. Any staff member or secondary pupil who tests positive using a Lateral Flow Device Testing (LFD) kit must:
a. Not attend school/setting
b. Notify their school/setting of the result
c. Book a follow up PCR test 
4. All staff and learners should be reminded to follow the Welsh Government guidance for self-isolation.
https://gov.wales/self-isolation
5. When in school/setting, should any staff member display Covid–19 symptoms, they should be sent home immediately to self-isolate and they should arrange a PCR Covid Test.
6. For pupils/children displaying Covid-19 symptoms at school/setting, they should be taken to the isolation room and remain there, under supervision, until they are collected by parent/carer. Pupils/children should also self-isolate at home and arrange to have a Covid PCR test. 
7. Children aged under 5 do not have to self-isolate or take a test if they have been a contact of a positive case in their household or otherwise.
8. Children aged 0 to 4 years old no longer need to take a PCR test unless a doctor advises it. They can still get tested if parents feel that a PCR test is necessary and in the best interests of the child. 
9. If a child has a PCR test and the test result is positive then the child will need to self-isolate for 10 at least 7 days
10. For those children under 5 who have COVID-19 symptoms but are not tested for the virus they do not need to complete any formal period of self-isolation. However, we advise that those children should be kept home from school or childcare until they are well enough to return. A simple cough is not a reason to keep them home.
Children under 5 do not need to take a PCR or a LFT, even if they have COVID-19 symptoms. They can take a test if a doctor advises it, or if a parent believes a test is absolutely necessary and in the best interests of a child.
If they have symptoms or if they have been a close contact of a positive case, they do not need to complete any mandatory period of self-isolation. They should stay home until they are well enough to return to school or childcare setting.
11. Schools/settings should follow the decision tree in making decisions when a notification of a positive test is received 
12. If the pupil/child needs to use the welfare facilities while waiting to be collected, they should use a separate toilet if possible. The toilet must be isolated for any further use until cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning products.
13. Where possible, identify an alternative exit route from the premises in order to ensure all other primary routes are not potentially contaminated.
14. The equipment that the pupil/child or child has been in contact with must be withdrawn from circulation and thoroughly cleaned and disinfected before being allowed back into circulation
15. School cleaning staff should use the cleaning control measures following a suspected case of Covid-19.
16. Any staff member who becomes unwell or symptomatic prior to leaving home must contact the Headteacher or member of the senior management team prior to departure. They should remain at home and book a test. 
17. If a pupil/child become symptomatic after arrival and has used home to school/setting transport, the transport team must be informed, and they should liaise with the appropriate contractor if required.
  
Handwashing removes the Covid-19 virus easily when it is on the skin and this remains true for the new variant.

18. All pupils/children and staff, must wash their hands before entry into school. This can be undertaken either by the use of hand sanitiser at the entrance point or use of the nearest wash hand basin using soap/water.  Where possible, pupils/children should be supervised to ensure it is carried out correctly.
19. Schools/settings should encourage and support the message of regular washing of hands throughout the school day in order to build these routines into the school culture and pupil behaviour expectations.  Information will be displayed in all welfare facilities and classrooms.
20. Staff to ensure that younger pupils/children and those with complex needs are supported and shown the correct way to wash hands as part of ongoing learning. 
21. Schools will encourage all staff and pupils/children to wash their hands with soap and water for 20 seconds frequently and advised not to touch their face. Use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins for tissue waste (tissue stations).
22. Schools/settings can stagger lunch times, break times and the movement of pupils/children around the school/setting to reduce large groups of children gathering. All pupils/children can remain within their contact groups and this can be implemented and monitored by the management team of each setting. 
23. All staff and pupils/children are made aware of the PHW guidance in regard to maintaining personal hygiene. 
24. Where staff need to move between groups, they should try and keep their distance from pupils and other staff as much as they can, ideally 2m from other adults. 
25. For schools/settings supporting young pupils/children it is recognised that maintaining social distancing will not always be possible. As part of the school/setting risk assessment to support COVID-secure operations consideration should be given to a range of interventions, which could include the use of face coverings, particularly where there is adult to adult contact and social distance cannot be maintained.  
26. Secondary Schools:   If 2m social distancing cannot be maintained, face coverings should be worn anywhere on the school estate e.g. communal areas in line with schools and settings risk framework. Face coverings do not have to be worn at meal times when seated to eat/drink and when they are outside, unless the school risk assessment indicates that additional measures are needed.
27. Risk assessments should already exist for learners with more complex needs, including those with emotional behavioural needs. These risk assessments will require updating as a matter of priority in light of the changes to provision such as environment and staffing, while also remaining mindful of the additional anxieties the pupil/child may experience due to COVID-19. In support, a detailed review of specific risk assessments including the use of PPE/C for pupils/children those with additional needs. For example, nursery, Flying Start Settings, pupils/children with ASD or ADHD etc. A review of their individual HCP is essential and any additional controls to mitigate risk must be included and communicated to all appropriate staff. Where a pupil/child is presenting with challenging behaviour, which cannot be managed safely, an immediate and multi-team review of their IBP (Individual Behaviour Plan) will be necessary. A creative approach to managing the behaviours will need to be taken including exploring the environment, expectations upon the pupil, staffing and duration of time in school/setting. If after all considerations have been taken it is still deemed unsafe for a pupil/child to access school/setting provision at this time, then a distance learning approach will need to be taken along with support for behaviour management at home. 
28. PPE will be provided to Special Schools, STF facilities in line with additional risk assessment outcomes, and pupils/children with any additional complex needs will be assessed on a case-by-case basis.  
29. Head teachers/managers with staff who are in the CEV/CV category or BAME must ensure that a detailed individual workforce risk assessment or BAME risk assessment is undertaken to support work activities, and review these at regular intervals. 
30. The principle of the hierarchy of control should be applied to all measures within the workplace. Individual risk assessments should be undertaken for staff where appropriate. Pregnancy risk assessments should be reviewed as part of this process and national guidance followed. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-pregnant-employees/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-pregnant-employees
31. Waste should be stored safely and kept away from children/adults. Waste should be double blacked bagged and stored for at least 72 hours 
32. All required signage will be clearly display on entry to the building and at key areas. These will include social distancing, handwashing, one-way systems (where applicable), isolation rooms etc.  
33. Where a decision is made to use a face covering (In line with WG guidance), staff are encouraged to use a recyclable high quality three-layered face covering. Schools should ensure adequate waste bins for those who choose to use single-use face coverings.
34. Unless exempt, parents and other visitors to Schools/settings must wear face coverings in line with schools and settings risk framework.
35. Any staff that are providing support with pupils/children with a health care plan (HCP) and personal care, must wear appropriate PPE in line with the HCP requirements.   
36. Schools/settings will ensure the continuation of adequate ventilation is provided through openable windows and/or mechanical ventilation systems within all indoor learning and staff areas. Please find the link from the HSE website on ventilation and air conditioning during Covid-19. Work equipment and ventilation during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic - HSE
37. Schools can use of the CO2 monitors provided by WG to manage ventilation within the classrooms and other workspaces in the school building. The monitors will help head teachers and staff identify and deal with poorly ventilated rooms within their buildings.
38. All adults in Wales have been offered a covid vaccination. In August 2021, the vaccination programme was extended to include 16 and 17 year olds. Everyone in this age group in Wales has been invited to be vaccinated. Schools will encourage pupils to have their vaccination.  
39. TTP teams or the established IMT, if it is a cluster, will continue to be responsible for contacting each positive case and collecting information about their close contacts both within and outside the school. If there are multiple cases of COVID-19 in a school that appear to be linked this may trigger an IMT to provide support to the school. The IMT will work with the school to prevent ongoing transmission. The IMT will decide on a lead for the investigation of a cluster, and will work with the headteacher/nominated deputy of the school. Advice based on the assessment of each individual situation will be provided to support the school in preventing further spread through the use of additional tailored interventions identified in the schools and settings risk framework.

	
LFD testing for staff and secondary aged learners

	4 x 3
	12

	
	
	
	
	
	Little or no regular LFD testing. Testing available for contacts of confirmed positive cases

	Targeted/focused testing used where there are local risks identified by IMT. Testing available for contacts of confirmed positive cases.

	Twice weekly, LFD testing three times a week available for staff and secondary aged learners  to help identify and isolate asymptomatic cases as soon as possible. 


	Twice weekly, LFD testing three times a week available and strongly encouraged for staff and secondary aged learners to help identify and isolate asymptomatic cases as soon as possible.


	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
Reducing close interactions

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners where possible.


	Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners. This may include:

not holding large group gatherings such as assemblies
the use of one way systems
consistent seating plans (recognising this may not be possible for younger learners)
using outdoor spaces where possible




	Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners. This may include:

not holding large group gatherings such as assemblies
the use of one way systems
consistent seating plans (recognising this may not be possible for younger learners)
using outdoor spaces where possible
floor signage

	Reduce close interactions between learners to the lowest practical level. This may include the measures set out at the High level as well as introduction of contact groups and potentially pausing after school/breakfast provision, or team sports where necessary.
Welsh Government may determine that for limited periods of time flexibility is given to enable schools to consider the introduction of staggered school session times as part of their overall package of measures. Schools will be notified of this flexibility and the period of time that it is in place.

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
Physical distancing 

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Encourage physical distancing in indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.

	Physical distancing in place in classrooms depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.

	Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.


	Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
Use of face coverings 

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	From 29 November 2021, WG guidance regarding the use of face coverings has changed temporarily as a precautionary step while we learn more about the Omicron variant of concern. The following measures should be in place in all schools (applicable to primary; secondary schools and settings) regardless of risk level.

· Face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in all indoor areas of all educational settings listed in the overview section, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be maintained.
· Face coverings should be worn by secondary aged learners in all indoor areas, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be maintained.
· Face coverings continue to be recommended to be worn by secondary aged learners on school transport.
· There will be some learners and staff who are exempt from wearing face coverings - we do not expect this to change that position as the wellbeing of individuals is critical to any considerations around whether staff or learners should wear face coverings.

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
Staff will follow the additional measures as indicated at the relevant point on the framework depending on the risk level at that particular time. Good hand hygiene and ventilation will continue to be reinforced. Lidded bins available in classes.  Individual risk assessments written for pupils and staff who require one.


Review date:                 July 2022                                                                             Person responsible: A. Thomas
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	Additional control measures based on the framework
	Risk level after control

	Hazard
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	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating
	Existing Control /New Controls HIGH
	LOW
	MODERATE
	HIGH
	VERY HIGH
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating

	2.0 

Communication
	All staff; pupils; visitors
	4x4 
	16
	1. All parents/carers will be provided with information highlighting specific procedures to follow when on site. This includes the following:
· Aware and accept that risk of spreading Covid-19 in the school/setting cannot be totally mitigated.
· Made aware of any specific guidance issued by Welsh Government (WG) and the Local Authority (LA).
· Aware and accept that should their child develop symptoms they will need to be collected as soon as possible.
· Made aware of social distancing requirements on arrival 
· Regular updates will be provided by the school/setting. 

2. All teaching/support staff will be provided with detailed and comprehensive information. This will include: 
· Up to date COVID-19 risk assessment and agreed arrangements.
· Any amendments with the schools/settings EAP and FRA.
· First aid arrangements.
· Social distancing requirements. 
· Welfare arrangements.
· Covid-19 emergency plans as highlighted within the operational plan.
3. All pupils/children will be provided with a detailed induction to the school/setting and will include a detailed presentation highlighting school/setting arrangements, behaviour expectations and support that is available to them. 
4. All managers and Governing Body representatives to be fully aware of the PHW guidance on any Covid-19 Outbreak within the school/setting settings and communication protocol.
All Headteachers/managers will be required to include additional information that will be pertinent to their sites.
5. Attendance at more than one setting will require close partnership working between schools, childcare settings and parents. If there is a positive COVID-19 case Test, Trace, Protect (TTP) will lead on identifying the close contacts of staff and learners who have tested positive, supported by discussions with schools and settings.
If a child is accessing both education and childcare, and this is taking place across two settings or sites, it will be important to ensure schools and childcare settings all understand the transition arrangements and are clear about when the child will be in each setting and what collection and transport arrangements are in place.
6. Updated warn and inform letters have been prepared for schools to effectively communicate with parents of special, primary and secondary school pupils. In addition to guidance on when to issue these letters

	Schools to update these columns as new guidance communications are released
	4 x 3
	12

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	


	










	
	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
Risk assessment ratified by governors, shared with staff and on the school website for parents and professionals to refer to. Inform letters and warn and inform advice will be issued as directed by TTP/LA.


Review date:                   July 2022                                                                           Person responsible: A.Thomas
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	LOW
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	VERY HIGH
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating

	3.0 
Lack of Social Distancing
	All persons
	4x 4
	16
	1. Social distancing must be maintained wherever reasonably practicable with the school/setting to reduce the risk of the spread of the COVID-19 virus if required and in line with the schools/settings risk framework.
2. Schools/settings will give consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise social and physical distancing between those in school, wherever possible, and putting in place appropriate mitigating measures to minimise the potential for contamination so far as is reasonably practicable.
3. The school/setting has controlled access within the reception areas.
4. Staff will ensure that social distancing is maintained at 2m for adult-to-adult contact if required and in line with the schools/settings risk framework.   
5. Staff will ensure that 2m social distancing is maintained during break times, lunch times and within the staff room and that the staff room maximum capacity is not exceeded if required and in line with the schools/settings risk framework.  
6. It is recognised that social distancing is not likely to be possible for staff working with younger children, therefore it is important that staff ensure they follow the necessary hygiene measures rigorously
7. Staff should adhere to any mitigating measures that support social distancing within the school site.

Special schools:
8. Social distancing will not be possible for staff working with pupils who have complex needs or who need close contact care. These learners’ educational and care support should be provided as normal. A risk assessment must be undertaken to ensure any additional mitigating measures are in places e.g.  Well-ventilated space, high quality 3 layer face coverings.

Secondary Schools:
In line with the schools/settings risk framework a 2m teaching space can be maintained at the front of the classroom if required inline with WG risk framework.
	Physical Distancing 
	4 x 3
	12

	
	
	
	
	9. 
	Encourage physical distancing in indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.

	Physical distancing in place in classrooms depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.

	Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.


	Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.

	
	

	
	
	
	
	10. 
	Reducing close interactions 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	11. 
	Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners where possible.
	Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners. This may include:

Not holding large group gatherings such as assemblies
the use of one way systems

Consistent seating plans (recognising this may not be possible for younger learners) using outdoor spaces where possible
	Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners. This may include:

Not holding large group gatherings such as assemblies
the use of one way systems

Consistent seating plans (recognising this may not be possible for younger learners)
using outdoor spaces where possible

Floor signage
	Reduce close interactions between learners to the lowest practical level. This may include the measures set out at the High level as well as introduction of contact groups and potentially pausing after school/breakfast provision, or team sports where necessary.
Welsh Government may determine that for limited periods of time flexibility is given to enable schools to consider the introduction of staggered school session times as part of their overall package of measures. Schools will be notified of this flexibility and the period of time that it is in place.

	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
All pupils in the STF will have an individual risk assessment.  Staff who cannot maintain social distancing will wear PPE in line with framework guidelines.

Review date:               July 2022                                                                               Person responsible: A.Thomas
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	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating
	Existing Control /New Controls
	LOW
	MODERATE
	HIGH
	VERY HIGH
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating

	4.0 
Staff/ Pupil/child member falling ill during the day



	All staff and pupils
	4x 4
	16
	· Should any staff member become unwell and showing signs and symptoms of Covid-19 during the hours of work they should:
· Where possible, request cover from another teacher or TA.
· Isolate from the area, and proceed to the agreed isolation room. 
· Open windows to allow free natural air circulation. 
· Maintain social distancing and personal hygiene practices. Staff are reminded that if social distancing and personal hygiene is maintained, the risk of cross infection is low.  
· Contact the Headteacher and once agreed, return home and self-isolate in line with PHW guidance. 
· In line with PHW guidance, all areas will be cleaned and disinfected where required. 
· When a pupil/ child becomes symptomatic after arrival he/ she must:
· Be taken to the agreed isolation room and social distancing must be maintained (2m). 
· Open windows to allow free natural air circulation 
· The use of a CO2 monitor can assist staff in managing ventilation in the isolation room
· Parent/ guardian contacted
· PPE/C may be required if accompanying the pupil/ child
· Closely monitor the pupil/ child until collection
· Clean and disinfect the area and welfare facilities if used.  
· If required Headteacher/ manager to notify school transport team and they should liaise with the appropriate contractor if required.  

· In line with WG/ PHW guidance, any person who has come into contact with a staff member/ pupil/ child who has suspected COVID -19 must wash their hands.
· To assist schools when an individual has symptoms a covid 19 decision tree has been produced.

	At the time of this risk assessment being updated(04/01/22)  at alert level zero two the control measures for an individual falling ill throughout the day is the same regardless of the risk level we are placed in. If this changes update in line with WG.
	4 x 3
	12

	
	
	
	
	1. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
Identified isolation rooms will continue to be available if needed.

Review date:               July 2022                                                                               Person responsible: A.Thomas
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Risk
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating
	Existing Control /New Controls
	LOW
	MODERATE
	HIGH
	VERY HIGH
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating

	5.0 
Risk of taking Covid-19 home
	All persons
	4x 4
	16
	1. All staff to maintain social distancing if required and in line with schools/settings risk framework also wash their hands regularly in line with WG requirements. See columns to the right 
2. Hygiene practices are maintained throughout day such as regular hand washing & catch it bin it kill it approach 
3. Should staff be unable to socially distance (Foundation Phase/ALN/special schools/Flying start, individual pupil/child risk assessment) the Headteacher should review any specific risk assessment for employees who are in the CEV/CV  category. These will assessed on a case-by-case basis. 
4. All staff have been provided with 3 layer face coverings which they can wear when social distancing cannot be maintained in line with WG framework see columns to the right

	Physical distancing

	4 x 2
	8

	
	
	
	
	
	Encourage physical distancing in indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.

	Physical distancing in place in classrooms depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.


	Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.

	Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Use of face coverings 

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	From 29 November 2021, WG guidance regarding the use of face coverings has changed temporarily as a precautionary step while we learn more about the Omicron variant of concern. The following measures should be in place in all schools (applicable to primary; secondary schools and settings)  regardless of risk level.

· Face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in all indoor areas of all educational settings listed in the overview section, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be maintained.
· Face coverings should be worn by secondary aged learners in all indoor areas, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be maintained.
· Face coverings continue to be recommended to be worn by secondary aged learners on school transport.
· There will be some learners and staff who are exempt from wearing face coverings - we do not expect this to change that position as the wellbeing of individuals is critical to any considerations around whether staff or learners should wear face coverings.

	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
Vulnerable staff have individual risk assessments as needed.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Review date:          July 2022                                                                                    Person responsible: A.Thomas
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Risk
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating
	Existing Control /New Controls
	LOW
	MODERATE
	HIGH
	VERY HIGH
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating

	6.0 
Commute to & from work
	All persons
	4x 4
	16
	1. Staff that drive cars to commute to work can do so as normal, but should follow Government Guidance and wherever possible ensure social distancing and the use of face coverings (unless exempt) if sharing a vehicle. 
2. Any staff that cycle, walk or run to and from work can continue to do so in line with WG/PHW guidance. 
3. If staff use public transport, they must follow the instructions provided by the transport company and its staff with regard to seating and social distancing. Staff attention is drawn to WG guidance which stipulates the use of 3 ply face masks whilst using public transport as mandatory.  Once the journey has finished always exercise personal hygiene Wash hands with soap and water for a minimum of 20 seconds on reaching the workplace.
4. Please see link for further guidance from Swansea University and BBC News and the research of positive ventilation in shared vehicles https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-58202468

	At the time of this risk assessment being updated (04/01/22)  at alert level zero two the control measures for the commute to work is the same regardless of the risk level we are placed in. If this changes update in line with WG.

	4 x 2
	8

	
	
	
	
	5. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
All staff aware of this guidance.


Review date:          July 2022                                                                                    Person responsible: A. Thomas
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	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating
	Existing Control /New Controls
	LOW
	MODERATE
	HIGH
	VERY HIGH
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating

	7.0 
Contact with persons (members of public and staff)

	All persons
	4x 4
	16
	1. Schools should consider how to manage visitors on to the site, such as contractors, and ensure that guidance on physical distancing and hygiene is explained to visitors on or before arrival. 
2. Signage on the mitigations in place is encouraged and this should be prominently displayed on the premises.
3. A record should be kept of all visitors as this may be needed at a future point to assist with contact tracing processes.
4. Schools should take steps to encourage parents/carers not to remain on the premises/at the gates longer than necessary especially when dropping off/collecting children.
5. Face-to-face meetings with parents/responsible adults should be discouraged and must be through agreed appointments. Where possible, meetings/discussions will be over the telephone/TEAMS meetings etc.
6. All visitors to the school/setting must wear a face covering at all times when in the school premises in line with WG risk framework.
7. Before entry into the school/setting premises, visitors must provide details by following the school/setting TTP procedure
8. All staff have a responsibility to maintain social distancing when at work if required and in line with the risk framework, See columns to the right Any staff that have concerns over non-compliance, (other staff member, parent or member of the public) must in the first instance remind the other person that social distancing must be maintained. Should this be ignored or an ongoing issue, to discuss this with the Headteacher. 
9. Where staff are communicating with parents/visitors (face-to-face) and social distancing is not being maintained, staff are encouraged to move in a direction that allows themselves to remain safe. Parents/visitors to be reminded of social distancing requirements and should this not be adhered to, the discussions to be suspended and the Headteacher/manager advised.  
10. Some work tasks (setting up classrooms, manual handling) will not allow social distancing to be maintained. Should staff be supporting these activities, they are reminded to eliminate any activity if possible, if this is not practical, reducing the amount of time when in close proximity and where required, a face covering must be worn. In line with WG framework see columns to the right.
	Physical distancing

	4 x 3
	12

	
	
	
	
	11. 
	Encourage physical distancing in indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.


	Physical distancing in place in classrooms depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.

	Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.


	Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.


	
	

	
	
	
	
	12. 
	Use of face coverings 

	
	

	
	
	
	
	13. 
	From 29 November 2021, WG guidance regarding the use of face coverings has changed temporarily as a precautionary step while we learn more about the Omicron variant of concern. The following measures should be in place in all schools (applicable to primary; secondary schools and settings)   regardless of risk level.

· Face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in all indoor areas of all educational settings listed in the overview section, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be maintained.
· Face coverings should be worn by secondary aged learners in all indoor areas, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be maintained.
· Face coverings continue to be recommended to be worn by secondary aged learners on school transport.
· There will be some learners and staff who are exempt from wearing face coverings - we do not expect this to change that position as the wellbeing of individuals is critical to any considerations around whether staff or learners should wear face coverings.

	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:

Teams meetings or phone calls will be used for parental consultations until the risk level is reduced.

Review date:          July 2022                                                                                    Person responsible: A. Thomas
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	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating

	8.0
Welfare at work – staff room, break times and WC


	All persons
	4x 4
	16
	1. Staff must ensure that if taking breaks in the classroom, they must disinfect the area and wash their hands prior and after taking their break (consumption of food).  Where possible, all staff are required to use the staff room, outdoor space or dining hall for breaks.  
2. The capacity for the staff room has been agreed and seating areas rearranged to allow 2m segregation if required and in line with WG risk framework. See columns to the right
3. Staff are reminded to observe the 2m social distancing at all times when in these facilities and around the school/setting if required and in line with the schools/settings risk framework. 
4. All staff must ensure that they clean all areas including equipment, prior and after any food preparation. 
5. Break times will be prearranged to allow usage of the welfare facilities, and supporting the supervision of pupils/children whilst on break/lunchtimes. 
6. Staff are reminded to wash hands prior and after food and to maintain personal hygiene at all times.  
7. Staff toilets – always ensure the toilets are clean, after they have been used, wash hands with soap and water after toileting for a minimum of 20 seconds. 
8. All staff reminded of the “clean as you go” principles and these to be maintained at all times.
9. Ensure windows are open to allow natural ventilation or extractor systems are fully operational. 
10. The use of a CO2 monitor can assist staff in managing ventilation in the staff room.
 

	Physical distancing

	4 x 3
	12

	
	
	
	
	11. 
	Encourage physical distancing in indoor communal areas outside of the classroom.
	Physical distancing in place depending on room capacity and risk assessment
	Physical distancing in place depending on room capacity and risk assessment
	Physical distancing in place depending on room capacity and risk assessment
	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
Staff have been reminded about the need to maintain social distancing.


Review date:                    July 2022                                                                          Person responsible: A. Thomas
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	Risk Rating
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	LOW
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	HIGH
	VERY HIGH
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating

	9.0 Welfare facilities for pupils



	All staff and pupils
	4x 4
	16
	1. Anyone showing Covid-19 symptoms should use separate toilet facilities if possible. These should be disinfected before being used by anyone else. It is important that separation or isolation should be done without creating stigma.
2. Posters to be displayed promoting hand washing and social distancing. 
3. High –Touch areas and surfaces to be cleaned at increased frequency and this included after each break and lunch time period as a minimum and at the end of the day in line with the cleaning schedule. 
4. Incidental cleaning should include: wiping down handles, sinks, taps, light switches, flush systems, hand dryers, door handles/ push pads, replenish hand towels. 
5. Ensure windows are open to allow natural ventilation or extractor systems are fully operational. 
6. In line with waste control, all waste should be held in a secure location within the agreed storage facility of 72 hours and disposed of in line with normal procedures. 
7. PPE must be worn in line with the cleaning requirements (disposable gloves, disposable apron, and where there is a risk of splashing of bodily fluids, face masks and eye protection to be worn.  
8. Hand sanitiser dispensers to be located on entry points into the facilities. All sites to assess the location of these and to ensure that they are positioned age appropriately. 

	Physical distancing 
	4 x 3
	12

	
	
	
	
	9. 
	Encourage physical distancing in indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors,
	Encourage physical distancing in indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors,
	Encourage physical distancing in indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, The use of floor signage is advised
	Encourage physical distancing in indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, the use of floor signage is advised
	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
All classes still maintaining their cleaning checklists. Hand sanitiser dispensers at all entry points to the building and in the classes.

Review date:          July 2022                                                                                    Person responsible: A. Thomas
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	HIGH
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	Risk Rating

	10.0 
Deliveries to the school; Mail  



	All persons
	4x 4
	16
	1. In line with school’s general procedures, all deliveries will arrive at the main reception or kitchen facilities (catering only). 
2. All visitors e.g. delivery person, postal workers, couriers, must wear a face covering when entering the school/setting Premises.
3. All school/setting staff are reminded to maintain personal hygiene when receiving deliveries including mail into the school/setting.  
4. Staff use letter openers or scissors to open mail and deliveries. 
5. Schools/settings are reminded that No personal deliveries sent to the school/setting until further notice

	At the time of this risk assessment being updated (04/01/22)   at alert level zero two  the control measures for deliveries to the school; mail is the same regardless of the risk level we are placed in. If this changes update in line with WG.
	4 x 2
	8

	
	
	
	
	6. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
Maintain procedures regarding deliveries.


Review date:              July 2022                                                                                Person responsible:  A.Thomas
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	Risk Rating

	11.0 
Emergency Evacuation/Assembly points

	All persons
	4x 4
	16
	1. A review of the school’s emergency assembly points will be undertaken to ensure that social distancing can be maintained. Where required, assembly points may be split within the site to allow compliance with social distancing (adult-to-adult). These plans must remain fluid due to change in government guidance. 
2. On activation of the fire alarm, staff to follow the Emergency Action Plan (EAP) guidance and proceed to the assembly point. 
3. On arrival at the assembly point, roll call to be undertaken and staff to ensure that appropriate social distancing has been maintained.  

	At the time of this risk assessment being updated (04/01/22)  at alert level zero two  the control measures emergency evacuation and specifically distancing outdoors is the same regardless of the risk level we are placed in. If this changes update in line with WG.
	4 x 2
	8
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	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
Fire drill procedures are practised on a termly basis and allow for classes to have their own space to assemble in an orderly manner.


Review date:           July 2022                                                                                   Person responsible: A. Thomas
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	12.0 

First aid provision

	All persons
	4x 4
	16
	1. Schools/settings have undertaken a first aid risk assessment, thus highlighting the required number of first aiders on site. All assessments must be reviewed in preparation for returning due to possible staff shielding or self-isolating. 
2. Should a first aider not be available, a one-day emergency trained appointed person is available to take charge of the situation and call emergency services/child's parent if required. 
3. All first aid boxes are fully stocked and maintained. 
4. School staff are aware of the location of the Defibrillator (AED) should this be required. 
5. It is advised that a first aid grab bag is developed that contains the following: 2x disposable aprons 
2x disposable gloves; 2x disposable surgical face masks; 2x Face visors and 2x travel size hand sanitisers.  Thus, allowing appropriate PPE to be available when first aid is being administered and social distancing cannot be maintained. 

	At the time of this risk assessment being updated (04/01/22)  at alert level zero two the control measures for the provision of first aid is the same regardless of the risk level we are placed in. If this changes update in line with WG

	4 x 2
	8
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	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
First Aiders have their own grab bags available.


Review date:                    July 2022                                                                          Person responsible: A. Thomas
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	13. 
Early Years/ ALN/Flying Start/PRU  



	All staff and pupils
	4x 4
	16
	1. Social distancing is not always possible for staff working with young pupils/children or ALN pupils. To support the COVID secure operations, schools/settings will give consideration to a range of mitigating measures including the schools/settings risk framework, see columns to the right, which could include the use of face coverings, particularly where there is adult to adult contact and social distancing cannot be maintained. 
2. For ALN pupils schools will need to use their personalised knowledge and update risk assessments to inform their planning for individual learners, including, for example, those learners who present challenging and complex behaviours.
3. All facilities are cleared of all unnecessary equipment and materials and housekeeping maintained. 
4. Where required, staff may be required to wear PPE/C if social distancing cannot be maintained or due to pupil behaviours. This will be assessed on a case by case basis and in line with the pupils risk assessment and behaviour plan. 
5. PPE/C must be worn when supporting any element of personal care or activities linked with their HCP (medical support).

	Physical distancing
	4 x 3
	12

	
	
	
	
	6. 
	Encourage physical distancing in indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.
	Physical distancing in place in classrooms depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.
	Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.
	Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support
	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
PPE is available for all staff who need to engage in personal care.


Review date:                 July 2022                                                                             Person responsible: A.Thomas
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	14. Personal Care and Hygiene


	All staff and pupils
	4x 4
	16
	1. Any staff that are proving support with pupils with a HCP and personal care must wear appropriate PPE/C in line with the HCP requirements.  
2. As a minimum, staff will be required to use disposable aprons and gloves. 
3. Where cleaning of bodily fluids are being undertaken, disposable aprons, gloves and face mask and or visors must be worn.
4. Staff must ensure that they clean their hands for a minimum of 20 seconds with water and soap prior to supporting personal care and after.
5. Clean and disinfect the changing facility after use, using disinfectant (Selgiene) or anti- bacterial spray.
6. All waste to be placed within the bio hazard bin or general waste and double bagged. This must be stored for 72 hours within the secured bin storage area prior to further handling and collection.
7. Ensure good ventilation within changing facility at all times.
8. The use of a CO2 monitor can assist staff in managing ventilation in the room changing facilities
	At the time of this risk assessment being updated (04/01/22)  at alert level zero two  the control measures for personal care and hygiene are the same regardless of the risk level we are placed in. If this changes update in line with WG

	4 x 3
	12

	
	
	
	
	9. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
All pupils in the STF have individual risk assessments.


Review date:                July 2022                                                                              Person responsible: A. Thomas








	
	Risk level before control
	
	Additional control measures based on the framework
	Risk level after control

	Hazard
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	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating
	Existing Control /New Controls
	LOW
	MODERATE
	HIGH
	VERY HIGH
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating

	15.0 Cleaning activities/ work, cross infection



	All staff and pupils
	4x 4
	16
	1. To reduce the risk of cross infection, all schools/settings must ensure that cleaning and disinfecting procedures are adhered to at all times. Cleaning of the environment, including toys and equipment, is an important function for infection control within all buildings and its operation.  
2. Cleaning standards should be monitored regularly by the cleaning supervisor, Headteacher/ manager or where this has been delegated by the settings.  
3. In support of internal training, all staff undertaking cleaning activities must be provided with the risk assessment and guidance from the individual setting, and have access to personal protective equipment.
4. Regular cleaning of the facilities will be undertaken at pre-determined intervals throughout the day and include high touch points during and after all break times and at the end of day. During the day, where possible, a nominated member of staff will support these cleaning tasks. Where possible, this should not be the same person who is supervising or delivering education/ activities.  Instruction and training should include the cleaning standards and check list, COSHH Data sheets and provided with appropriate PPE as highlighted within the operational plan. 
5. Those responsible for cleaning should know the importance to clean frequently and disinfect objects and surfaces that are touched regularly, using standard cleaning products. 
6. All schools and setting have been provided with the agreed cleaning materials. 


	At the time of this risk assessment being updated (04/01/22)   at alert level zero two  the control measures for cleaning activities are the same regardless of the risk level we are placed in. If this changes update in line with WG

	4 x 3
	12
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	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
Cleaner continues to visit during the day. School staff are cleaning surfaces and equipment as needed.


Review date:                   July 2022                                                                           Person responsible: A. Thomas
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	16.0 

Traffic management; transport

	All persons
	4x 4
	16
	1. All Headteachers/managers must ensure that a review of the building’s traffic management plan has been completed and communicated to all staff and the Schools/settings transport team. 
2. Collection and drop off points should be clearly marked and include social distancing and wearing of face covering information if required and in line with schools/settings risk framework. See columns to the right  
3. Should Schools/settings adopt a one-way system for pedestrians, signage should be clearly visible. 
4. All parents/guardian/responsible adult to be advised of the finishing time and reminded of parking restrictions at the site. 
5. School transport to be provided with any additional information relating to restrictions that may be applied to the site. 
6. It is essential that the Headteacher/manager are in receipt of the school/setting transport risk assessment.
7. School minibus:  It is advised that the school/setting minibus is used following an independent risk assessment for its use. This should be in line with WG guidance and closely linked to the school/setting transport risk assessment. 
8. Keep vehicle windows open. If it’s cold leave the heating on to keep the vehicle comfortable. If it’s safe to do so, opening doors of vehicles between different passengers will help to change the air quickly. Opening vehicle windows fully for a few minutes can also help clear the air before anyone else gets in. For more information on ventilation: 
       Ventilation in vehicles (hse.gov.uk)

	Use of face coverings 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	9. 
	From 29 November 2021, WG guidance regarding the use of face coverings has changed temporarily as a precautionary step while we learn more about the Omicron variant of concern. The following measures should be in place in all schools (applicable to primary; secondary schools and settings) regardless of risk level.

· Face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in all indoor areas of all educational settings listed in the overview section, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be maintained.
· Face coverings should be worn by secondary aged learners in all indoor areas, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be maintained.
· Face coverings continue to be recommended to be worn by secondary aged learners on school transport.
· There will be some learners and staff who are exempt from wearing face coverings - we do not expect this to change that position as the wellbeing of individuals is critical to any considerations around whether staff or learners should wear face coverings.

	
	

	
	
	
	
	10. 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	11. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
Additional traffic management plan and risk assessment are in place.


Review date:                July 2022                                                                              Person responsible: A. Thomas
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	17. Safeguarding 
child protection


	All staff and pupils
	4x 4
	16
	1. All schools/ settings must follow the model child protection policy and advice document on safeguarding and child protection guidance in all settings provided by the local authority.
2. Pupils/ children must not be allowed out of the school/ setting premises unattended at the end of the session. 
3. Primary school pupils/children should be collected by an agreed adult unless alternative arrangements are in place in accordance with the schools’ safeguarding & child protection policy
4. Comprehensive Schools’ policies on pupil’s travelling between home & school can be applied with advice to pupils and families regarding social distancing.
5. ECS must operate an official reception area to intercept potential strangers/visitors looking to gain access to the ECS All staff/volunteers/supervisors should have valid DBS clearance. 
6. Those without valid DBS clearance must be supervised at all times when working with children 
7. Site security should remain as it relates to school settings. i.e. All visitors to be channelled through the main reception and at no point be able to access site without permission of the setting’s head teacher/lead person/site manager.
8. Until all pupils have returned to schools and therefore are expected to attend, vulnerable children expected to attend setting but do not attend Lisa Collins must be informed. When all pupils are back in school in accordance with WG guidelines normal school attendance policies should be applied.
9. Safeguarding concerns regarding children who already have a social worker should be communicated via SPOC Lisa Collins if the social worker cannot be reached. 
10. Individual ECS must have a designated person responsible for child protection/safeguarding available for staff/supervisors/ volunteers at all times. Schools and Flying Start Settings must follow agreed site procedures.
11. Within the all settings, the designated person for child protection/safeguarding must be prominently displayed in settings and updated appropriately.
12. Headteachers are to follow the process outlined for schools where children on the child protection register or within the child protection process can be safeguarded during periods of isolation/possible closure:
· If a school receives information regarding a child on the child protection register/in the child protection process that they need to isolate/have a positive test or are not attending school then the social worker allocated to that child must be notified. 
· If a school needs to make a decision to close whether this is partial or full closure a notification should be passed to Lisa Collins and the social workers of all children affected who are on the child protection register or within the CP process at this time should be informed.
· All children on the child protection register or within the CP process should have included in their safety plan clear arrangements for check in, safety visits and escalation processes.
· If school has increased worries about a child’s safety due to school closure or isolation of pupil they should request an urgent core group meeting to plan for safety.
· If school has worries about a child who is not currently in CP Process but it is considered that closure/isolation would increase the risk to safety, safeguarding policies should be followed and consideration made for a report into children’s services.
· Lisa Collins will be a Single Point of Contact for schools should there be difficulties in reaching social services.
	At the time of this risk assessment being updated (04/01/22)   at alert level zero two the control measures for Safeguarding and child protection are the same regardless of the risk level we are placed in. If this changes update in line with WG

	4 x 2
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	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
Model child protection policy and advice document regarding safeguarding has been adopted.


Review date:              July 2022                                                                                Person responsible: A. Thomas
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	18.0 

Classroom set up


	All staff and pupils
	4x 4
	16
	1. A teaching space of 2m must be maintained at the front of the classroom to allow the teacher to social distancing from the pupils if required and in line schools/settings risk framework. See columns to the right
2. Safe passageways must be maintained at all times.
3. Windows to be opened to allow adequate circulation of air within the classroom.
4. The use of a CO2 monitor can assist staff in managing ventilation in the classroom. 
5. Should teaching staff be required to support a pupil during a lesson, they should avoid close face-to-face contact; staff can wear a face covering and minimise the time spent within one metre of anyone.
6. Teaching staff to maintain social distancing on 2m at all times (adult – adult) if required and in line with schools/settings risk framework.
7. It will be the responsibility of the Head of Department to undertake a detailed risk assessment for their curriculum based activities – PE, Music, Drama,  Tec etc.

	Reducing close interactions
	4 x 2
	8

	
	
	
	
	8. 
	Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners where possible.
	Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners. This may include:

Not holding large group gatherings such as assemblies.

The use of one way systems.

Consistent seating plans (recognising this may not be possible for younger learners) using outdoor spaces where possible
	Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners. This may include:

Not holding large group gatherings such as assemblies.

The use of one way systems.

Consistent seating plans (recognising this may not be possible for younger learners)
using outdoor spaces where possible.
Floor signage
	Reduce close interactions between learners to the lowest practical level. This may include the measures set out at the High level as well as introduction of contact groups and potentially pausing after school/breakfast provision, or team sports where necessary.
Welsh Government may determine that for limited periods of time flexibility is given to enable schools to consider the introduction of staggered school session times as part of their overall package of measures. Schools will be notified of this flexibility and the period of time that it is in place.

	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
Additional measures are implemented in line with the framework dependent on the level of risk at a particular time. 



Review date:                July 2022                                                                              Person responsible: A. Thomas
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	Additional control measures based on the framework
	Risk level after control

	Hazard
	[bookmark: _People_@_18][bookmark: _Toc65483515][bookmark: _Toc65498289][bookmark: _Toc65648999][bookmark: _Toc65741650][bookmark: _Toc65751859][bookmark: _Toc65752095][bookmark: _Toc65752343][bookmark: _Toc65752478][bookmark: _Toc65773609][bookmark: _Toc65845805][bookmark: _Toc65849144][bookmark: _Toc65926426][bookmark: _Toc65928277][bookmark: _Toc66687454][bookmark: _Toc67233470][bookmark: _Toc72403945][bookmark: _Toc73022902][bookmark: _Toc73088941][bookmark: _Toc73106055]People @
Risk
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating
	Existing Control /New Controls
	LOW
	MODERATE
	HIGH
	VERY HIGH
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating

	19.0 Lunchtime – classroom function 
	All staff & pupils
	4x 4
	16
	Due to the increased number of pupils now accessing the school, all classrooms and available space may be required to support lunch time provision if required. It is essential that the following is undertaken:
1. A detailed assessment of pupils undertake who may have food allergies. Consideration given to them being relocated to additional areas if required. This limiting the risk of anaphylaxis should another pupil inadvertently bring in food prepared at home that may have allergens. 
2. All staff working within the classroom to be aware of pupils with HC and dietary requirement. This also includes the location of EPI Pens
3. All settings to send out a weekly commination to all parents highlighting pupil’s allergies and to avoid food groups – school specific details will be required. 
4. When required, food to be delivered to the classroom, this reducing the numbers within the dining hall and pupil movement.
5. All waste must be removed from the classroom immediately after the break period or as a minimum at the end of the day.
6. Waste to be collected and taken to the refuse area.  
7. In line with the councils commitment in reducing waste, recycling of all packaging to be undertaken where possible.
8. Windows to be open to allow movement of air and to ventilate the classroom. 
9. The use of a CO2 monitor can assist staff in managing ventilation in the classroom. 
10. Where possible break/ lunch times to be taken outside. 
11. In dining halls, hand sanitisers to be located in close proximity to the biometric scanner as this will reduce the risk of transmission. 
	Reducing close interactions
	4 x 3
	12

	
	
	
	
	
	Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners where possible.
	Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners. This may include:

Not holding large group gatherings such as assemblies
the use of one way systems

Consistent seating plans (recognising this may not be possible for younger learners) using outdoor spaces where possible
	Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners. This may include:

not holding large group gatherings such as assemblies
the use of one way systems

Consistent seating plans (recognising this may not be possible for younger learners)
using outdoor spaces where possible.

Floor signage
	Reduce close interactions between learners to the lowest practical level. This may include the measures set out at the High level as well as introduction of contact groups and potentially pausing after school/breakfast provision
Welsh Government may determine that for limited periods of time flexibility is given to enable schools to consider the introduction of staggered school session times as part of their overall package of measures. Schools will be notified of this flexibility and the period of time that it is in place.

	
	

	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
Seating plans are implemented in all Upper Phase classes and in breakfast club as required dependent on level of risk.


Review date:                              July  2022                                                                Person responsible:  A. Thomas





















	

	Risk level before control

	
	Additional control measures based on the framework
	Risk level after control

	Hazard
	People @ risk
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating
	Existing Control /New Controls
	LOW
	MODERATE
	HIGH
	VERY HIGH
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating

	20. 
Business Continuity – Alternative provisions


	All staff and pupils
	4x 4
	16
	1. To maintain delivery of education, the school are required to update their Business Continuity Plans (BCP) to ensure that all provisions have been considered.  
2. Detailed information has been included in relation to emergency arrangements and should the school setting close due to an outbreak of COVID-19. 
3. In the event of a further “lock down” announced by central or local government/ PHW due to the COVID-19 pandemic, advice will be provided by PHW and the authority on measures to be taken to support each individual setting on how to manage the closure process and communication to parents and the community. Should there be an outbreak within the individual school, Headteacher’s/ managers must ensure that the communication cascade is followed and all advice and guidance provided by the authority and PHW followed.   

	At the time of this risk assessment being updated (04/01/22)   at alert level zero two   the control measures for business continuity are the same regardless of the risk level we are placed in. If this changes update in line with WG
	4 x 2
	8
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	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:

Business Continuity Plan in place for the school.


Review date:              July 2022                                                                                Person responsible: A. Thomas






	
	Risk level before control

	
	
Additional control measures based on the framework
	Risk level after control

	Hazard
	People @
Risk
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating
	Existing Control /New Controls
	LOW
	MODERATE
	HIGH
	VERY HIGH
	Severity x Likelihood
	Risk Rating

	21.0
Educational visits
	All persons
	4 x 4
	16
	1. Schools wishing to undertake any type of educational visit should continue to undertake the usual risk assessment process. This risk assessment should include arrangements for what will happen if a member of the group (a learner or staff member) develops COVID-19 symptoms during the visit.
Further guidance regarding educational visits is available from local authority Education Visits Advisers, as well as the Outdoor Education Advisers Panel, which has developed guidance which may be useful for schools considering undertaking visits.
2. School head teacher/or school responsible person to ensure that the visit has an educational purpose.
3. Schools and settings should also consider the guidance set out elsewhere in this document, including but not limited to:
•minimising contact with others
•maintaining social distancing
•maintaining good hand hygiene
•maintain good ventilation

4. A detailed risk assessment for the educational visit needs to be completed and communicated with relevant staff.
5. In addition, the head teacher or responsible person shall obtain a COVID’19 risk assessment from the proposed visiting venue. Communicate this to relevant staff.
6. Prior to educational visits, schools are advised to establish appropriate procedures, provisions and welfare facilities within the selected venue being visited for isolation, if a pupil or staff member is taken ill with COVID’19 symptoms.
7. Whilst away from the school setting, first aid provisions as detailed above within this risk assessment must be available whilst on the educational visit including the appropriate PPE.
8. A procedure for staff and pupils who are taken ill with COVID’19 symptoms whilst on the educational visit must be in place and communicated with parents and staff. This will be unique to every site visited and will be dependent on the venues risk assessment.
9. Hand hygiene of staff and pupils is essential, therefore provision for hand washing with soap and water or with hand sanitisers must be available at all times. This should be factored into the planning of the visit.

	At the time of this risk assessment being updated (04/01/22)  at alert level zero two the control measures for Educational visits are the same regardless of the risk level we are placed in. If this changes update in line with WG
	4 x 3
	12

	
	
	
	
	10. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Rationale to change any recommended existing controls and/or additional local systems:
Any trips will be thoroughly planned prior to the visit. Visits will only be carried out that are deemed essential to the development of the pupils’ learning and will depend on the level of risk at the time, linked to the WG Framework.

Review date:             July 2022                                                                                 Person responsible: A. Thomas






[bookmark: Low]Level of Risk – LOW

Description
· The uptake of 2 doses of COVID-19 vaccine is above 85% for priority groups 1-9 and there is no evidence of waning immunity.
· While 7 day incidence may be increasing, the majority of infections are reported in those 30 years of age and younger who have not been vaccinated or have received just one dose.
· The percentage of community cases requiring hospital admission remains low
· Deaths remain low.
· Delivery of frontline health and social care and blue light services are not at risk due to number of individuals self-isolating.
· Local authority enforcement of business compliance remains low.
· Minimal introduction of infection into closed settings or schools.
· Genomics provides no intelligence that a variant of interest or concern has been identified.
Actions 
· Symptomatic individuals will continue to self-isolate and have a test, responding appropriately to the result. Asymptomatic testing of various cohorts is being undertaken as per guidance.
· Cases are contacted as soon as possible so that close contacts can subsequently be advised according to their circumstances. This will include the offer of a PCR test and for some advice to self-isolate to reduce the risk of onward spread.
· Action is ongoing locally to support uptake of the vaccine in those who were not receptive to receiving it on first offer.
· Engaging with local communities to ensure that the good behaviours in high risk settings (areas of poor ventilation and overcrowding) can continue and communities are receptive to this.
· Agencies are working proactively across sectors to ensure that they can operate in a risk-based environment.
· Reactive enforcement of business compliance.



[bookmark: Morderate]Level of Risk - MODERATE

Description
· The uptake of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine is above 85% for priority groups 1-9 and there is no evidence of waning immunity.
· The 7-day rolling incidence of infection continues to rise. All new infections are being responded to and evidence from TTP shows that while the majority of infections are still occurring in the younger mobile population the incidence of infection in those 60 years and over has started to increase.
· Hospital admissions are increasing albeit from a low base but the percentage of community cases requiring hospital admission remains low.
· Deaths remain low.
· There is increasing introduction of infections in care homes (often single staff members) and schools suggestive of significant transmission in the community.
· Levels of local authority enforcement increasing. Emerging evidence that business non-compliance associated with clusters of infections.
· Genomics provides no intelligence that a variant of interest or concern has been identified.
Actions
· Symptomatic individuals will continue to self-isolate and have a test, responding appropriately to the result. Asymptomatic testing of various cohorts is being undertaken as per guidance.
· In addition to responding to all new infections backward tracing is continuing and may provide evidence that the chains of transmission from known risks are seeding infection in the wider community.
· At this stage consideration will be given to identified risks (e.g. wet pubs/clubs) for acquisition of infection which will influence the introduction of further local actions and communications.
· Local authority enforcement powers being used effectively to assure compliance with restriction regulations and in response to clusters.
· Proactive engagement locally with specific business sectors where there is emerging evidence of ongoing risk.
· Evidence from TTP may suggest that no one sector is driving transmission but there is poor understanding of the personal behaviours that can reduce risk of both acquisition of infection and the potential risk to others. The IMT will consider how best to engage with the community and support them in understanding their personal risk and risk to the wider population.
· Action is ongoing locally to support uptake of the vaccine in those who were not receptive to receiving it on first offer
[bookmark: High]Level of Risk – HIGH
Description
· The uptake of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine is above 85% for priority groups 1-9, increasing incidence of infection in the vaccinated population may indicate evidence of waning immunity.
· Not all new infections are being investigated. Resources are targeting clusters and incidents in high risk settings (e.g. care homes). There is widespread transmission in the community as evidenced by a number of small household and social clusters in open and closed workplaces.
· Incidence rates in the over 60s is increasing and the percentage of community cases requiring hospital admission has increased
· Deaths are increasing.
· There is significant impact on frontline services due to the number of staff self-isolating.
· Hospital admissions are increasing and the impact on health and social care is felt by the number of care homes in the ‘red’, delaying discharge of the elderly and causing bottlenecks in the NHS.
· There is significant impact on frontline health and social care and blue light services due to the number of staff self-isolating.
· Increasing evidence that business non-compliance is associated with clusters of infection.
· Genomics provides no intelligence that a new variant of interest of concern is a driver for the rising incidence of infection.
Actions
· Symptomatic individuals will continue to self-isolate and have a test, responding appropriately to the result. Asymptomatic testing of various cohorts is being undertaken as per guidance.
· Increasingly actions are focussed on minimising the risk to vulnerable communities and targeting larger clusters to minimise harm.
· There is increasing reliance on mutual aid in order to, as a minimum, promote the isolation message and identify contacts. Backward tracing is undertaken only in exceptional circumstances.
· A local enhanced testing strategy has been implemented to support ease of access to testing and identification of infection in both symptomatic and asymptomatic individuals.
· In-depth epidemiological review will be undertaken together with an assessment as to whether or not there is a need to reintroduce NPIs above those that are voluntary (social distancing, mask wearing in high risk situations, frequent hand washing, meeting outdoors where possible etc.)
· Should the community’s voluntary response as defined be insufficient to address the rising incidence, application should be made to Welsh Government for further local powers to be made available.
· In supporting the vulnerable, the IMT will work with closed settings to ensure that they are fully engaged with and delivering the agreed testing policy to minimise introduction of infection.
· The IMT will consider and support the role of daily testing for staff in frontline services as an enabler to return to work and maintain critical services.
· Enforcement officers are routinely finding that sectors commonly associated with non-compliance are the vectors for spread of infection. Interventions are targeted at these sectors.
· Action is ongoing locally to support uptake of the vaccine in those who were not receptive to receiving it on first offer

[bookmark: Very_high]Level of Risk – VERY HIGH
Description
· The uptake of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine is above 85% for priority groups 1-9, increasing incidence of infection in the vaccinated population may indicate evidence of waning immunity.
· The 7 day rolling incidence is increasing in all age groups.
· There is exponential growth of cases with widespread introductions into closed settings. TTP prioritising the most vulnerable, backward tracing of cases is no longer feasible.
· Epidemiological review shows random spread of the virus across the area without either a comprehensive understanding of what is driving transmission or evidence that the national and local interventions are no longer proving effective.
· Joint Enforcement Teams are overwhelmed.
· Deaths are continuing to increase.
· There is significant impact on frontline services due to the number of staff self-isolating.
· Education is severely impacted by cases and clusters.
· Health and social care is under pressure. Genomics provides no intelligence that a new variant of interest or concern is a driver for the rising incidence of infection.
Actions
· Symptomatic individuals will continue to self-isolate and have a test, responding appropriately to the result. Asymptomatic testing of various cohorts is being undertaken as per guidance.
· There is an understanding at the IMT that community transmission is occurring at such a pace that only measures that will significantly reduce person to person contact will break chains of transmission.
· Enhanced communication, testing and vaccination is in place including testing as an enabler to maintain front line health and social care and blue light services.
· A review of the NPIs and actions to date suggests that there is nothing more that can be done with local powers that will reduce person to person spread.
· Emerging evidence from IMTs that the Restriction Regulations requirements are insufficient.
· The IMT may request specific interventions are introduced to support their requirement of limiting person to person contact.
· Representation will be made to Welsh Government recommending further mitigating actions. Welsh Government will consider whether mitigating actions are appropriate for the local authority or health board. In considering the request Welsh Government will take into account a range of intelligence including the prevalence of infection across Wales, the impact that COVID-19 is having on the health and social care system, the contribution that vaccines are making in weakening the link between infection and mortality and morbidity in order to determine whether a local, regional or national approach is appropriate.
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	RISK RATING 

	HIGH RISK
	16 - 25
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Local COVID-19 Infection Control Decision Framework for schools from autumn 2021

Audience:  local authorities, maintained, foundation, community and voluntary schools, church diocesan authorities, Pupil Referral Units, EOTAS and independent schools.



Overview: This Framework sets out arrangements for the delivery of learning in schools enabling them to tailor interventions to reflect local risks and circumstances.  



This guidance sets out the actions school leaders should take to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-19 in their school. This includes public health advice.

It is for leaders and staff in:

· primary schools

· secondary schools (including sixth forms)

· special schools, special post-16 providers 

· infant, junior and middle schools

· PRUs

· boarding schools

· independent schools.



Any reference to schools within this guidance includes the schools and settings listed above, but does not include maintained nursery schools or pre-reception classes.



Schools should work closely with parents, carers, staff and unions when agreeing the best approaches for their circumstances.



We use the terms ‘must’ and ‘should’ throughout the guidance. We use the term ‘must’ when the person in question is legally required to do something and ‘should’ when the advice set out is good practice. 



From 29 November 2021, our guidance on use of face coverings has changed. This is a temporary and precautionary measure in response to the uncertainties regarding the Omicron variant of concern. 



1. Introduction

In July 2021 the First Minister published the updated Coronavirus Control Plan for Wales, which sets out arrangements to move to “alert level zero” – a new phase which is designed to ensure a proportionate approach to COVID-19, reflecting the impact of vaccination and the balance of risks and harms.  A further update for autumn and winter 2021 notes that, despite the challenges the winter period poses, we expect schools, alongside childcare and play settings, colleges and universities, to remain open.

Baseline measures including risk assessments and taking reasonable measures to minimise exposure to, and the spread of, coronavirus based on that risk assessment, improved hygiene and ventilation, and preventing attendance by individuals with COVID-19 symptoms continue to be in place. But other measures have been relaxed as part of a proportionate system of controls.  For schools, this allows some flexibility for local decision-making and tailored interventions, supported by local authorities, regional Incident Management Teams (IMTs) and public health officials.



Wales moved to alert level zero on 7 August 2021. But COVID-19 has not gone away and it remains a health risk. This guidance should be read in close conjunction with: 

· Alert level 0: guidance for employers, businesses and organisations which outlines fundamental advice on how COVID-19 is spread and what reasonable measures employers should take in reducing the risk in their setting

· the local COVID-19 intervention action card for schools.



2. Guiding principles



In recognising the balance of benefits and harms to learners and staff our guiding principles are to: 



· enable schools to offer as wide a range of support and experiences as possible, including the provision of free breakfast and after school clubs, extra-curricular activities and practical subjects

· secure the best outcomes for all learners by considering both their educational needs and wellbeing

· manage ongoing risks of COVID-19 as safely as possible as for other infections, and ensure clarity of actions required if there is a case in a school.



3. At alert level zero



· The fundamental principle remains that the most effective way to prevent transmission of COVID-19 in our schools is to stop infection being brought into the school. 

· The best way to manage personal risks is to take up the offer of vaccination, and we encourage those eligible for vaccination to take up this offer.

· If anyone tests positive for COVID-19 they must self-isolate and not attend school. 

At alert level zero contacts of a proven case of COVID-19 who are under the age of 18 or those who are fully vaccinated do not have to self-isolate unless they themselves start to show symptoms of COVID-19. A list of the exemptions can be found here. TTP (Test, Trace, Protect) contact tracers will contact the proxy (positive case) and get in touch with identified close contacts and offer them PCR testing on day 2 (or as soon as possible once identified as a contact) and day 8. TTP will also advise them on the most appropriate actions for their circumstances and for some, this will include advising to self-isolate. The majority of learners in a class/year group are unlikely to be identified as close contacts. However, schools may be advised to take a warn and inform approach to update parents and staff on the situation and what they need to do, based on TTP advice.

At alert level zero, there will be more flexibility for employers to determine what is required to manage risks at the local level. 

In Wales the person or persons responsible for any premises, or the work activity being undertaken on the premises, are under a specific duty to take all reasonable measures based on a risk assessment to minimise the risk of exposure to, and the spread of,COVID-19.  As part of this, schools will need to ensure that regular COVID-19 risk assessments continue to be undertaken. The assessment should directly address risks associated with COVID-19, to enable measures to be put in place to control those risks. 

The Hierarchy of Risk Controls outlined in this advice and in the Alert level 0: guidance for employers, businesses and organisations underpins the risk assessment. All employers have a duty to consult employees on health and safety, and they are best placed to understand the risks in individual schools. Employers should share the risk assessment results with the workforce. 



Schools working with their local authority must also follow the requirements of the Management of Health and Safety in the Workplace Regulations 1999.





4. Determining the level of risk

Currently we are operating at alert level zero. This means that the overall risk level for Wales is determined as low. The overall risk level for Wales will continue to be determined nationally by Welsh Government using the table below and will be communicated to all.
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Table 1: National risk ratings

		Level of risk

		Description

		Actions



		Low

		· The uptake of 2 doses of COVID-19 vaccine is above 85% for priority groups 1-9 and there is no evidence of waning immunity.

· While 7 day incidence may be increasing, the majority of infections are reported in those 30 years of age and younger who have not been vaccinated or have received just one dose.

· The percentage of community cases requiring hospital admission remains low

· Deaths remain low.

· Delivery of frontline health and social care and blue light services are not at risk due to number of individuals self-isolating.

· Local authority enforcement of business compliance remains low.

· Minimal introduction of infection into closed settings or schools.

· Genomics provides no intelligence that a variant of interest or concern has been identified.

		· Symptomatic individuals will continue to self-isolate and have a test, responding appropriately to the result. Asymptomatic testing of various cohorts is being undertaken as per guidance.

· Cases are contacted as soon as possible so that close contacts can subsequently be advised according to their circumstances. This will include the offer of a PCR test and for some advice to self-isolate to reduce the risk of onward spread.

· Action is ongoing locally to support uptake of the vaccine in those who were not receptive to receiving it on first offer.

· Engaging with local communities to ensure that the good behaviours in high risk settings (areas of poor ventilation and overcrowding) can continue and communities are receptive to this.

· Agencies are working proactively across sectors to ensure that they can operate in a risk-based environment.

· Reactive enforcement of business compliance.



		Moderate

		· The uptake of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine is above 85% for priority groups 1-9 and there is no evidence of waning immunity.

· The 7-day rolling incidence of infection continues to rise. All new infections are being responded to and evidence from TTP shows that while the majority of infections are still occurring in the younger mobile population the incidence of infection in those 60 years and over has started to increase. 

· Hospital admissions are increasing albeit from a low base but the percentage of community cases requiring hospital admission remains low.

· Deaths remain low.

· There is increasing introduction of infections in care homes (often single staff members) and schools suggestive of significant transmission in the community.

· Levels of local authority enforcement increasing. Emerging evidence that business non-compliance associated with clusters of infections.

· Genomics provides no intelligence that a variant of interest or concern has been identified.



		· Symptomatic individuals will continue to self-isolate and have a test, responding appropriately to the result. Asymptomatic testing of various cohorts is being undertaken as per guidance.

· In addition to responding to all new infections backward tracing is continuing and may provide evidence that the chains of transmission from known risks are seeding infection in the wider community.

· At this stage consideration will be given to identified risks (e.g. wet pubs/clubs) for acquisition of infection which will influence the introduction of further local actions and communications.

· Local authority enforcement powers being used effectively to assure compliance with restriction regulations and in response to clusters.

· Proactive engagement locally with specific business sectors where there is emerging evidence of ongoing risk.

· Evidence from TTP may suggest that no one sector is driving transmission but there is poor understanding of the personal behaviours that can reduce risk of both acquisition of infection and the potential risk to others. The IMT will consider how best to engage with the community and support them in understanding their personal risk and risk to the wider population.

· Action is ongoing locally to support uptake of the vaccine in those who were not receptive to receiving it on first offer.



		High

		· The uptake of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine is above 85% for priority groups 1-9, increasing incidence of infection in the vaccinated population may indicate evidence of waning immunity.

· Not all new infections are being investigated.  Resources are targeting clusters and incidents in high risk settings (e.g. care homes). There is widespread transmission in the community as evidenced by a number of small household and social clusters in open and closed workplaces.

· Incidence rates in the over 60s is increasing and the percentage of community cases requiring hospital admission has increased

· Deaths are increasing.

· There is significant impact on frontline services due to the number of staff self-isolating.

· Hospital admissions are increasing and the impact on health and social care is felt by the number of care homes in the ‘red’, delaying discharge of the elderly and causing bottlenecks in the NHS.

· There is significant impact on frontline health and social care and blue light services due to the number of staff self-isolating.

· Increasing evidence that business non-compliance is associated with clusters of infection.

· Genomics provides no intelligence that a new variant of interest of concern is a driver for the rising incidence of infection.

		· Symptomatic individuals will continue to self-isolate and have a test, responding appropriately to the result. Asymptomatic testing of various cohorts is being undertaken as per guidance.

· Increasingly actions are focussed on minimising the risk to vulnerable communities and targeting larger clusters to minimise harm.

· There is increasing reliance on mutual aid in order to, as a minimum, promote the isolation message and identify contacts. Backward tracing is undertaken only in exceptional circumstances.

· A local enhanced testing strategy has been implemented to support ease of access to testing and identification of infection in both symptomatic and asymptomatic individuals.

· In-depth epidemiological review will be undertaken together with an assessment as to whether or not there is a need to reintroduce NPIs above those that are voluntary (social distancing, mask wearing in high risk situations, frequent hand washing, meeting outdoors where possible etc.)

· Should the community’s voluntary response as defined be insufficient to address the rising incidence, application should be made to Welsh Government for further local powers to be made available.

· In supporting the vulnerable, the IMT will work with closed settings to ensure that they are fully engaged with and delivering the agreed testing policy to minimise introduction of infection.

· The IMT will consider and support the role of daily testing for staff in frontline services as an enabler to return to work and maintain critical services.

· Enforcement officers are routinely finding that sectors commonly associated with non-compliance are the vectors for spread of infection. Interventions are targeted at these sectors.

· Action is ongoing locally to support uptake of the vaccine in those who were not receptive to receiving it on first offer.





		Very high

		· The uptake of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine is above 85% for priority groups 1-9, increasing incidence of infection in the vaccinated population may indicate evidence of waning immunity.

· The 7 day rolling incidence is increasing in all age groups.

· There is exponential growth of cases with widespread introductions into closed settings. TTP prioritising the most vulnerable, backward tracing of cases is no longer feasible. 

· Epidemiological review shows random spread of the virus across the area without either a comprehensive understanding of what is driving transmission or evidence that the national and local interventions are no longer proving effective.

· Joint Enforcement Teams are overwhelmed.

· Deaths are continuing to increase.

· There is significant impact on frontline services due to the number of staff self-isolating.

· Education is severely impacted by cases and clusters.

· Health and social care is under pressure.

· Genomics provides no intelligence that a new variant of interest or concern is a driver for the rising incidence of infection.

		· Symptomatic individuals will continue to self-isolate and have a test, responding appropriately to the result. Asymptomatic testing of various cohorts is being undertaken as per guidance.

· There is an understanding at the IMT that community transmission is occurring at such a pace that only measures that will significantly reduce person to person contact will break chains of transmission.

· Enhanced communication, testing and vaccination is in place including testing as an enabler to maintain front line health and social care and blue light services.

· A review of the NPIs and actions to date suggests that there is nothing more that can be done with local powers that will reduce person to person spread.

· Emerging evidence from IMTs that the Restriction Regulations requirements are insufficient. 

· The IMT may request specific interventions are introduced to support their requirement of limiting person to person contact.

· Representation will be made to Welsh Government recommending further mitigating actions. Welsh Government will consider whether mitigating actions are appropriate for the local authority or health board. In considering the request Welsh Government will take into account a range of intelligence including the prevalence of infection across Wales, the impact that COVID-19 is having on the health and social care system, the contribution that vaccines are making in weakening the link between infection and mortality and morbidity in order to determine whether a local, regional or national approach is appropriate.

















Locally there are well-established systems in place to gather intelligence and feedback information to Welsh Government from Regional IMTs via Situation Based Action Reports (SBARs) and by TTP, Public Health Wales (PHW) and local authorities working with schools. Regional IMTs provide oversight of COVID-19 in their areas, and work closely with a range of stakeholders including schools to reduce the spread of the virus. It will continue to be important for Directors of Education and a local authority nominated person to be part of their local IMT to share intelligence and respond to incidents when necessary.



The following bullet points illustrate the flow of information and how this informs decisions on local interventions. It should be viewed as a cyclical flow of information rather than a start and end:

· Welsh Government decides on the national risk level, based on local and national intelligence

· Welsh Government informs IMTs/TTP leads of the national risk level

· IMTs/TTP leads inform local authorities and schools of national risk level and identify any schools, areas or regions where the risk may differ

· schools implement the appropriate variable measures for that risk level, or identify which variable measures may need to be introduced if risk differs from national rating

· IMTs/TTP leads discuss any key points with the school

· IMTs/TTP leads share intelligence with Welsh Government to inform decision on national risk rating.	



However, it must be noted that:

· where an alert level under The Health Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions) (No. 5) (Wales) Regulations 2020 applies a stricter requirement than set out in this framework, then that stricter requirement must be adhered to

· where no requirement applies, or a less strict requirement applies under an alert level under the Regulations, then the approach set out under the relevant risk level in the framework should be followed - in these circumstances any additional reasonable measures to minimise the risk of exposure to or spread of coronavirus that are identified as the result of a provider’s risk assessment should also be put in place.  



5. Core interventions to be implemented 

The following core measures should remain in place regardless of risk level:

· All staff and learners should be reminded to follow the Welsh Government guidance for self-isolation. 

· Staff and learners should not attend school if they have any COVID-19 symptoms. If a staff member or learner becomes symptomatic they should get a test as soon as possible, and self-isolate until the outcome of the test, if the test is negative they can leave self-isolation.  Further guidance is available here. 

· Regular handwashing, and respiratory etiquette (Catch it, Bin it, Kill it) are key interventions to prevent spread and manage cases, incidents & outbreaks.

· Adequate ventilation by opening windows or adjusting ventilation systems are also important. Further guidance is available here. 

· Maintain appropriate levels of cleaning in line with other communicable diseases. There will, however, no longer be a need for schools to set aside specific days for deep cleaning.  However if there is a confirmed cluster associated with one class  in the school a deep clean of the immediate area will continue to be helpful in reducing transmission. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]From 29 November 2021, our guidance regarding the use of face coverings has changed temporarily as a precautionary step while we learn more about the Omicron variant of concern. The following measures should be in place in all schools regardless of risk level.

· Face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in all indoor areas of all settings, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be maintained.

· Face coverings should be worn by secondary aged learners in all indoor areas, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be maintained.

· Face coverings continue to be recommended to be worn by secondary aged learners on school transport.

· There will be some learners and staff who are exempt from wearing face coverings - we do not expect this to change that position as the wellbeing of individuals is critical to any considerations around whether staff or learners should wear face coverings.

· 



6. Tailored interventions to be implemented based on local risk 

Annex A provides details of the hierarchy of controls. This is a way to prioritise risk control measures based on how effective different types of control are in reducing risks and will be a helpful tool for local authorities and schools when considering tailored interventions.

If, through local intelligence, it is assessed that the risk level – for a region, area or individual school – differs from the national risk level, for example, due to a case or potential cluster, schools will be supported to review their risk assessment and put additional proportionate tailored interventions in place using the table below. Further details are set out in section 7 and 8.





Table 2: Schools intervention framework

		

		Low

		Moderate

		High

		Very high



		Reducing close interactions

		Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners where possible. 

		Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners. This may include:

· not holding large group gatherings such as assemblies

· the use of  one way systems

· consistent seating plans (recognising this may not be possible for younger learners)

· using outdoor spaces where possible.

		Implement arrangements aimed at reducing close interactions between staff and learners. This may include:

· not holding large group gatherings such as assemblies

· the use of  one way systems

· consistent seating plans (recognising this may not be possible for younger learners)

· using outdoor spaces where possible

· floor signage.

		Reduce close interactions between learners to the lowest practical level. This may include the measures set out at the High level as well as introduction of contact groups and potentially pausing after school/breakfast provision, or team sports where necessary.



		Physical distancing

		Encourage physical distancing in indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.

		Physical distancing in place in classrooms depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.

		Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.

		Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.



		LFD testing for staff and secondary aged learners

		Little or no regular LFD testing. Testing available for contacts of confirmed positive cases.

		Targeted/focused testing used where there are local risks identified by IMT.  Testing available for contacts of confirmed positive cases.

		Twice weekly LFD testing available for staff and secondary learners to help identify and isolate asymptomatic cases as soon as possible.

		Twice weekly LFD testing available and strongly encouraged for staff and secondary learners to help identify and isolate asymptomatic cases as soon as possible.



		Use of face coverings by secondary aged learners

		Face coverings are not routinely recommended, but may be worn by secondary aged learners anywhere on the school site should they wish to do so.

Face coverings continue to be recommended on school transport. 

		Face coverings are not routinely recommended, but may be worn by secondary aged learners anywhere on the school site and in particular when moving around indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors. 

Face coverings continue to be recommended on school transport.



		Face coverings should be worn by secondary aged learners when moving around indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, where physical distance cannot be maintained. Face coverings continue to be recommended on school transport.

		Face coverings should be worn by secondary aged learners in all indoor areas, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be maintained. Face coverings continue to be recommended on school transport.



		Use of face coverings by staff and visitors

		Face coverings are not routinely recommended, but may be worn by staff and visitors anywhere on the school site should they wish to do so. 

		Face coverings may be worn by staff and visitors in schools when moving around communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors. 

		Face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in schools when moving around indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, where physical distance cannot be maintained. 

		Face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in all indoor areas, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be maintained. 









Schools may also identify that additional interventions may need to be put in place to address risks identified for some learners. Schools will be supported to consider how to tailor these interventions accordingly.

Any decision to recommend the reintroduction of tailored interventions for a period of time, such as face coverings or contact groups, would be taken locally with the school in discussion with public health, TTP and local authority officials.



7. What happens if there is a case of COVID-19 in your school 



If a positive case is identified in a school, TTP will lead on identifying the close contacts of staff and learners who have tested positive, supported by discussions with schools. An ‘Inform’ template letter is available for schools to let learners and parents/guardians know there has been a positive case with which the learner may have been in contact, and reminding them of precautionary steps that can be taken.



The TTP teams will be responsible for contacting each positive case and collecting information about their close contacts both within and outside the school. For learners and staff this will focus on community contacts, close friendship groups and close interactions. It is TTPs role to identify which individuals meet the definition of a close contact and who, if anyone, would be required to self-isolate. 

Schools may be contacted by TTP to support the contact tracing process by drawing on information already available to them, including attendance records, contact details and knowledge of the learner’s friendship groups.

The majority of learners in the class/year group are unlikely to be identified as close contacts. However the school may be advised to take a ‘warn and inform’ approach to update parents/carers and staff on the situation and what they need to do, based on TTP advice. A template ‘warn and inform’ letter is available. The TTP team will work with the school to agree on communications.

This ‘warn and inform’ approach reinforces key messages about the risk to others from COVID-19 and what can be done to minimise this risk, e.g. by remaining vigilant for new symptoms, having a low threshold for seeking a test even with mild symptoms, and avoiding contact with vulnerable family and friends in the short-term (e.g. elderly relatives or those who are unvaccinated or higher risk of severe COVID-19 infection). It also strongly advises against any hospital and care home visits for 10 days.

PCR tests will be offered to anyone who is identified as a close contact - these are not mandatory. Schools should not request evidence of a negative test result or other medical evidence before a learner returns to school. If a child does not have symptoms and has not been advised to stay home/self-isolate by TTP then they can attend the school. Further information is available here.

PHW will be responsible for providing guidance to support the TTP teams and schools where a review of control measures is required to manage incidents. This will be coordinated through the IMT arrangements as described below.

Everyone has a responsibility to self-isolate if they develop any symptoms of COVID-19. Those with symptoms should get a test. If they cannot be tested or they test positive symptomatic individuals need to self-isolate for a minimum of 10 days from the start of symptoms.



8. What happens if there is a potential outbreak? 



PHW’s Communicable Disease Outbreak Plan for Wales (2020) provides advice for managing all communicable disease outbreaks with public health implications across Wales. 



If there is more than one positive case of COVID-19 associated with a school, the TTP service will consider if these cases appear to be linked. Local public health officials will discuss with the head teacher or nominated deputy of the school and may judge that additional action is taken if they have assessed that transmission is likely to be occurring in the school. Advice based on the assessment of each individual situation will be provided to support the school in preventing further spread through use of additional tailored interventions identified in Table 2 if necessary. 



In most instances, regional IMTs or equivalent local arrangements will provide oversight and support to schools and TTP teams. Typically a specific IMT or Outbreak Control Team (OCT) will not need to be convened to manage an incident/outbreak associated with a school. TTP teams or designated local teams  will continue to be responsible for contacting each positive case and collecting information about their close contacts both within and outside the school. 



Schools should already have contingency plans (sometimes called outbreak management plans) outlining what they would do if learners or staff test positive for COVID-19, or how they would operate if they are advised to take extra measures to help break chains of transmission. On the rare occasion that an outbreak is declared the decision will be made by local public health experts, in line with the Communicable Disease Outbreak Control Plan for Wales and if it is felt necessary to provide a coordinated public health response.





9. Contact Tracing in Different Age Groups 



TTP will interview learners, who are aged under 16, with a parent or legal guardian.

Individual assessment of all contacts will be easier in older learners, where learners are likely to be more able to reliably report who they have had contact with. 

The focus of contact tracing for children in primary schools, early years settings and for learners with ALN will be to work with parents/carers to identify close friendship groups and community contacts they may be aware of and in some circumstances this will include a discussion with the school.  



10. Further guidance 



Children and Young People with Higher Clinical Risks and Clinically Extremely Vulnerable adults



· Further advice for children and young people with higher clinical risks and clinically extremely vulnerable adults is available here.



Staff who are at increased risk



· Staff who are at increased risk can continue to attend school. While in school they should follow the interventions to minimise the risks of transmission - including taking particular care to observe good hand and respiratory hygiene, minimising contact and maintaining physical distancing - and should have an individual workplace assessment.

· People who live with those who are at increased risk can attend the workplace but should ensure they maintain good prevention practice in the workplace and home settings.



Staff who are pregnant



· Staff who are pregnant are encouraged to take up vaccination and have a workplace risk assessment.

· Those who are 28 weeks pregnant and beyond, or are pregnant and have an underlying health condition, should take a more precautionary approach. Employers should consider both how to redeploy these staff and how to maximise the potential for homeworking, wherever possible.

· If home-working is not possible, pregnant staff and their employers should follow the advice in the COVID-19: advice for pregnant employees.    

Attending more than one setting


· Attendance at more than one setting will require close partnership working between schools, childcare settings and parents. If there is a positive COVID-19 case Test, Trace, Protect (TTP) will lead on identifying the close contacts of staff and learners who have tested positive, supported by discussions with schools and settings. 

· If a child is accessing both education and childcare, and this is taking place across two settings or sites, it will be important to ensure schools and childcare settings all understand the transition arrangements and are clear about when the child will be in each setting and what collection and transport arrangements are in place.

· Where a learner routinely attends more than one setting on a part-time basis, e.g. because they are dual-registered at a mainstream school and either a PRU setting, a EOTAS setting or a special school, the settings should work through the system of controls collaboratively, enabling them to address any risks identified. 



Visitors



· Schools should consider how to manage visitors on to the site, such as contractors, and ensure that guidance on physical distancing and hygiene is explained to visitors on or before arrival.  

· Signage on the mitigations in place is encouraged and this should be prominently displayed on the premises.

· A record should be kept of all visitors as this may be needed at a future point to assist with contact tracing processes.

· Schools should take steps to encourage parents/carers not to remain on the premises/at the gates longer than necessary especially when dropping off/collecting children.



Catering provision and free school meals



· Breakfast clubs should operate as normal. Schools that have decided not to operate free school breakfast clubs in primary schools are reminded that the legal duty to do this still applies. Further information is available here.



School transport



· Local authorities are responsible for working with their contracted operators to ensure necessary measures are put in place in line with risk assessments (which should involve appropriate consultation with trade unions and staff).

· Face coverings should be worn by pupils in year 7 and above when travelling on dedicated school transport to secondary schools. This is in line with the Welsh Government advice for public transport. 

· Further guidance for taxis and private hire vehicles is available here. 

· The use of active travel routes should be encouraged. 



Educational visits



· Schools wishing to undertake any type of educational visit should continue to undertake the usual risk assessment process. This risk assessment should include arrangements for what will happen if a member of the group (a learner or staff member) develops COVID-19 symptoms during the visit.

· The Association of British Insurers (ABI) has produced information on travel insurance implications following the COVID-19 outbreak. If schools have any further questions about their cover or would like further reassurance, they should contact their travel insurance provider.

· Further guidance regarding educational visits is available from local authority Education Visits Advisers, as well as the Outdoor Education Advisers Panel, which has developed guidance which may be useful for schools considering undertaking visits.





Annex A

Hierarchy of controls



· The hierarchy of controls is a way to prioritise risk control measures based on how effective different types of control are in reducing risks. Risk reduction measures should be assessed in order of the priority given in the hierarchy. Types of control higher up the hierarchy e.g. elimination/containment are more effective at reducing risks than those lower down e.g. PPE.

· Controls should be practical to be implemented and, ideally, should be able to be maintained easily over time.

· It is critical to remember that it will only rarely be feasible to eliminate the risk completely. The combination of controls introduced should aim to reduce the risk to as low as reasonably practicable, prioritising structural and environmental interventions over individual level ones.

· This of course does not simply mean considering risks of transmission, but also balancing these against risks to wider health and well-being and learning. Ultimately schools need the flexibility to respond to these risks as they are able to and as quickly as possible.

[image: ]

Elimination/containment – aim to physically remove or contain the hazard measures. Includes: adherence to TTP process, do not attend school with COVID-19 symptoms, testing. 

Substitution – aim to replace the hazardous activity with a less hazardous one measures. Includes: managing contacts, use of outdoor space.

Engineering controls – aim to isolate people from the hazard measures. Includes: increased ventilation, introducing one way systems, effective communication, encouraging vaccination.

Administrative controls – aim to change the way people work. Measures include: hand hygiene, cleaning.

PPE – aim to protect the worker from residual exposure through use of PPE.  Measures include: face coverings, PPE.





image1.png

Hierarchy of controls

Fontmlf higher Stop a work ativity if it is
inthe hlerarch){ not considered essential
are more effective i

Fhan th?se lower Work at home; Use of alternative
in the hierarchy
transport to get to work

Use of screens and barriers;

Engineering Controls 5
Automatic doors

Controls should be practical to

implement and should be able to

be maintained/sustained over time Administrative Spacing, marked out on floor; Cleaning regimes;
Controls Signage to encourage behaviours

Care is needed to not transfer

risks or introduce new risks Gl

when considering controls 4

The use of multiple different independent controls can give
defence in depth through different layers of protection







image3.emf
Covid  Bulletin_Bwletin Covid 1-12-21 v1.0.pdf


Covid Bulletin_Bwletin Covid 1-12-21 v1.0.pdf


Swansea Education’s Covid Bulletin 
Bwletin Covid Addysg Abertawe 


Wednesday 1 December 2021 
 


Omicron variant of concern - school operations 
  
Following on from Monday night’s written statement on the change to guidance on 
use of face coverings in schools, the Local Infection Control Decision Framework for 
schools has now been updated to provide further details about this change. 
  
To confirm:  


• Face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in all indoor areas of all 
educational settings, including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be 
maintained. 


• Face coverings should be worn by secondary aged learners in all indoor areas, 
including classrooms, where physical distance cannot be maintained. 


• Face coverings continue to be recommended to be worn by secondary aged 
learners on school transport. 


• There will be some learners and staff who are exempt from wearing face 
coverings - we do not expect this to change that position as the wellbeing of 
individuals is critical to any considerations around whether staff or learners 
should wear face coverings. 


 
Welsh Government FAQs have also been updated to reflect this change. 
 
We also include a copy of the letter from the Minister to headteachers 


20211129 - MEWL to 


Head Teachers and College Leaders.pdf 
 
Since the Minister’s statement we have also been made aware that there will be 
updated isolation guidance linked to the new variant (if/when it arrives in Wales). As 
soon as we have received this guidance we will share this with schools. 
 
Written statement: COVID-19 Vaccination – JCVI further advice on boosters 
  
The Minister for Health and Social Services issued a written statement yesterday on 
further advice from the JCVI regarding COVID-19 vaccination. The statement can be 
found here. 
 
WLGA: Note to schools regarding supply cover 
 
The Welsh Government is aware that schools are currently experiencing high levels 
of staff absence due to Covid-19 and that schools in some areas are finding it 
difficult to source short-term supply cover. Agencies have confirmed that they are 
working to fill bookings and to get any available staff to schools. However, agencies 
have also confirmed that some available supply teachers are reluctant to undertake 
short term supply across various schools due to a potential increased risk of Covid-
19. To both manage the current demand for supply staff and to mitigate the risk to 



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fwritten-statement-omicron-variant-concern-school-operations&data=04%7C01%7CRhodri.Jones%40swansea.gov.uk%7C74f5f13566204d517ffa08d9b423bc71%7C4c2e0b76d4524d358392187fac002efe%7C1%7C0%7C637738887845270602%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5SuICI62gEAJGLkHcM3%2FYgJZxoR5WDmoQkbhsll2sxk%3D&reserved=0

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Flocal-covid-19-infection-control-decision-framework-schools-autumn-2021-html&data=04%7C01%7CRhodri.Jones%40swansea.gov.uk%7C74f5f13566204d517ffa08d9b423bc71%7C4c2e0b76d4524d358392187fac002efe%7C1%7C0%7C637738887845280547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yg09L2aJoYEQSiXh%2F1UKiRh1k26icbvtzq1Ml5elcjo%3D&reserved=0

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Flocal-covid-19-infection-control-decision-framework-schools-autumn-2021-html&data=04%7C01%7CRhodri.Jones%40swansea.gov.uk%7C74f5f13566204d517ffa08d9b423bc71%7C4c2e0b76d4524d358392187fac002efe%7C1%7C0%7C637738887845280547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yg09L2aJoYEQSiXh%2F1UKiRh1k26icbvtzq1Ml5elcjo%3D&reserved=0

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fschools-coronavirus-guidance%23section-78764&data=04%7C01%7CRhodri.Jones%40swansea.gov.uk%7C74f5f13566204d517ffa08d9b423bc71%7C4c2e0b76d4524d358392187fac002efe%7C1%7C0%7C637738887845280547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Z4KHNMQNxYlc7NaxoSE72qdES6YUTQJ441OOSfmCM80%3D&reserved=0
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learners and staff, we would encourage schools to consider how they engage supply 
staff and wherever possible to pre-book supply teachers on long-term bookings if 
there is a continued need for cover. This can either be done by individual schools or 
across school clusters if needed.  
 
This will be especially important as we head into winter, and in the lead up to 
Christmas, and will provide additional assurance and continuity to supply staff and to 
schools. Agencies and local authorities are continuing to work to meet schools’ 
demand for supply cover, as they have done throughout the pandemic. 
 
To support schools with any increased costs as a result of Covid-19 absence, the 
Welsh Government is continuing to provide additional funding to schools via the 
Hardship Fund to cover supply costs for teachers and teaching assistants who are 
off sick with Covid-19, or are required to self-isolate. This will continue while rates 
remain high. Schools can use this funding to pre-book staff for anticipated cover, or 
to engage supply staff in long term bookings over the winter term. This will reduce 
the need for supply staff to move between schools and reduce the risk to both 
learners and staff.  
 
Agencies on the NPS Framework are working to increase their current resource and 
have been contacting previously registered supply staff to meet the current demand. 
Incentives for supply teachers have also been made available in some areas where 
there is difficulty sourcing cover.   
 
Hardship Fund Update 
 
The deadline for November’s hardship claim is Friday 3rd December. Your claims 
should be for any additional expenditure you have incurred as a direct result of 
Covid-19 during November 2021.  
 
Welsh Government have confirmed the current eligibility criteria will remain in place 
until end of March 2022 (full details attached with summary below). 
 


Allowable Disallowed 


• Appropriate levels of school 
cleaning (in line with other 
communicable diseases). 
Localised deep cleaning where 
there has been a cluster of cases 


• Resources and materials 


• Cover for staff where they are 
28+ weeks pregnant and are not 
able to work within the school 
setting following a risk 
assessment 


• Printing and photocopying 


• Cover for staff who are clinically 
extremely vulnerable if a risk 
assessment has advised them to 
be redeployed or work from 
home 


• Postage 







Allowable Disallowed 


• PPE • Cover costs for caretakers or 
admin staff 


• Facemasks for staff and students 
if guidance requires them 


• Social distancing equipment 


Allowable until end of December and 
then will be reviewed dependent on 
rates: 


• Teacher/classroom assistant 
cover where staff are off sick with 
Covid, reaction to vaccination, 
self-isolating or caring for 
dependents who cannot be left 
alone who are self-isolating 


• Additional costs of teaching 
assistants or lunchtime 
supervisors to maintain bubbles 
at breakfast clubs, after school 
clubs or break times 


 • IT hardware for home schooling 
in excess of EdTech programme 


 • IT software is required provision 
not available through hwb 


 • Furniture to enable social 
distancing 


 • Staff cover for long covid 


 
Please complete all columns on the claim form and give as much information as 
possible, cover costs can only be claimed for the first month of absence at which 
point you should revert to the long term sickness scheme for teachers. Please note 
that retrospective claims are no longer permissible. 
 


Primary Schools – when claiming for payroll items please complete all columns of 
the payroll tab and then forward the claim to your PSO so they can complete the cost 
on your behalf (column K). Please ensure that your PSO receives this with enough 
time to complete the cost and submit to meet the claim deadline. 
  
All items claimed for should be “additional costs as a direct result of Covid-19” 
and current budgets should be utilised first. It is your responsibility to ensure you 
keep accurate records for audit purposes. Please note that whilst we are submitting 
claims for these items there is no guarantee they will be accepted or reimbursed, 
therefore please be mindful that any purchases you make could fall back to your 
delegated budget to fund. 
 


A reminder that the next loss of income claim will be due early January for quarter 
three (October-December), eligibility will be for reduced footfall only. Swansea is 
currently in the “moderate” category on the Local Covid-19 infection control decision 
framework, this categorisation allows such clubs/lettings to operate. Therefore, loss 
of income claims will not be permissible under the framework where you have not re-
opened. If Swansea were to move to ‘Very High’ on the Framework this would be re-
visited. Any queries please contact michelle.thomas@swansea.gov.uk. 


Local Government 


Hardship Fund - Principles and Guidance 2021-22.docx


Covid19 claim form 


21-22.xlsx   
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LFD testing update  
 
Thank you for your continued support during the autumn-winter term.  
 
Since the start of September we have seen unprecedented levels of lateral flow and 
PCR testing, enabling us to find more cases. The offer of testing remains voluntary, 
however having consulted with public health officials and considered the latest data 
we recommend that settings continue with the LFD asymptomatic testing offer 
whilst they remain open in December and into the new year. At which time, 
officials will again review the available data and communicate any changes as soon 
as possible. 
 
Whilst settings are closed, LFD tests are still available, free of charge to anyone over 
the age of 11 to test twice a week (every 3 or 4 days) without any COVID-19 
symptoms. You are encouraged to take a test: 
▪ if you are travelling to other parts of Wales or the UK 
▪ if you are going to be in a higher risk situation including spending time in crowded 


or enclosed spaces 
▪ before you visit people who are at a higher risk of severe illness from COVID-19. 
 
In the new year, we encourage staff and learners over 11 years to test twice 
with LFD (3 or 4 days apart) in the week before returning to school or college 
and to then continue testing regularly twice weekly for two weeks after the 
start of term in January. Individuals should use their own stock of LFDs or if their 
setting is closed, order from the community channel if additional supplies are 
needed.  
 
We are also considering how testing can be used in the longer term as part of a suite 
of measures within the Local Decision Making Framework for schools and post-16 
learning providers. Further details on this topic will be shared as soon as possible. 
 
LFD testing update – Christmas period 
  
In preparation for the Christmas period, please be advised that the final date for 
ordering LFD testkits for delivery before the Christmas period is 5pm Tuesday 07 
December 2021.  
  
The last deliveries of LFD testkits before the Christmas period will be made during 
the week commencing Monday 13 December 2021.  
  
Please note that after which time, deliveries will be paused for the Christmas period. 
If your setting is open during the this time and you need to order further testkits, 
please use the delivery instructions section to notify delivery partners of your 
opening times and dates. If you do not supply this information your order will be 
processed when deliveries restart in the new year. 
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LFD test kit ordering reminder 
  
Settings are able to order LFD tests via this link: https://request-testing.test-for-
coronavirus.service.gov.uk/ All orders submitted before 5pm on Tuesdays will be 
delivered the following week. 
  
Settings will require their UON, which can be obtained from the Education asset 
bank - Published Assets (assetbank-server.com). 
  
If there are any issues, please contact the mailbox - eduandcctesting@gov.wales. 
  
It is important that you register your LFD test result using your setting’s 
unique organisation number (UON). Please report your result even if it is 
negative. 
  
Please remember to check your testkits expiration date. Expired testkits should 
not be used and should be disposed of with general waste. 
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Bwletin Covid Addysg Abertawe 
Dydd Mercher 1 Rhagfyr 2021 


 
Amrywiolyn o bryder Omicron – gweithrediadau ysgolion 
  
Yn dilyn datganiad ysgrifenedig nos Lun ar y newidiadau i ganllawiau ar ddefnydd o 
orchuddion wyneb mewn ysgolion, mae’r Fframwaith Penderfyniadau Rheoli 
Heintiau ar gyfer ysgolion wedi cael ei ddiweddaru ddoe i ddarparu manylion pellach 
am y newid hwn. 
  
I gadarnhau: 
  


• Dylai staff ac ymwelwyr wisgo gorchuddion wyneb ym mhob ardal dan do ym 
mhob lleoliad addysgol, gan gynnwys ystafelloedd dosbarth, lle nad oes modd 
cadw pellter corfforol. 


• Dylai dysgwyr oed uwchradd wisgo gorchuddion wyneb ym mhob ardal dan do, 
gan gynnwys ystafelloedd dosbarth, lle nad oes modd cadw pellter corfforol. 


• Argymhellir y dylai dysgwyr oed uwchradd barhau i wisgo gorchuddion wyneb ar 
gludiant i'r ysgol. 


• Bydd rhai dysgwyr a staff sydd wedi'u heithrio rhag gwisgo gorchuddion wyneb - 
nid ydym yn disgwyl i hyn newid y sefyllfa honno gan fod lles unigolion yn 
hanfodol i unrhyw ystyriaethau ynghylch a ddylai staff neu ddysgwyr wisgo 
gorchuddion wyneb. 


  
Mae cwestiynau cyffredin Llywodraeth Cymru hefyd wedi cael eu diweddaru i 
adlewyrchu’r newid hwn. 
 
Rydym hefyd yn atodi copi o’r llythyr gan y Gweinidog at benaethiaid. 


OFMCO - Cabinet 


Division - Ministerial Letter Template 2021 - JMEWL (2).pdf 
 
Ers datganiad y Gweinidog rydym hefyd wedi cael gwybod y bydd canllawiau ynysu 
wedi'u diweddaru yn gysylltiedig â'r amrywiolyn newydd (os / pan fydd yn cyrraedd 
Cymru). Cyn gynted ag y byddwn wedi derbyn y canllaw hwn byddwn yn ei rannu 
gydag ysgolion. 
 
Brechu rhag COVID-19 – Cyngor pellach gan y Cyd-bwyllgor ar Imiwneiddio a 
Brechu ar Frechiadau Atgyfnerthu 
  
Darparodd y Gweinidog Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol ddatganiad 
ysgrifenedig ddoe ar gyngor pellach gan y Cyd-bwyllgor ar Imiwneiddio a Brechu ar 
Frechiadau Atgyfnerthu. Gellir darllen y datganiad yma. 
 
  



https://llyw.cymru/datganiad-ysgrifenedig-amrywiolyn-omicron-gweithrediadau-ysgolion
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CLlLC: Nodyn i ysgolion ynghylch athrawon cyflenwi 
 
Mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn ymwybodol bod ysgolion yn profi lefelau uchel o 
absenoldeb staff yn sgil Covid-19 ar hyn o bryd, ac mewn rhai ardaloedd yn ei chael 
yn anodd dod o hyd i athrawon cyflenwi tymor byr. Mae asiantaethau wedi 
cadarnhau eu bod yn gweithio i ymateb i’r galw a threfnu bod unrhyw staff sydd ar 
gael yn mynd i’r ysgolion. Fodd bynnag, mae’r asiantaethau hefyd wedi cadarnhau 
bod rhai athrawon cyflenwi sydd ar gael yn gyndyn i ymgymryd â gwaith cyflenwi 
tymor byr mewn ysgolion amrywiol oherwydd risg uwch o ran Covid-19. Er mwyn 
rheoli’r galw cyfredol am staff cyflenwi yn ogystal â lleihau’r risg i ddysgwyr a staff, 
byddem yn annog ysgolion i ystyried eu trefniadau cyflenwi a, lle bo modd, archebu 
athrawon cyflenwi ymlaen llaw ar sail tymor hir os ydynt yn rhagweld y bydd yr 
angen am staff cyflenwi yn parhau. Gall yr ysgolion eu hunain wneud hyn neu gallant 
weithredu ar sail clwstwr ysgolion os oes angen.  
 
Bydd hyn yn arbennig o bwysig wrth inni fynd i mewn i’r gaeaf, a’r cyfnod cyn y 
Nadolig, a bydd yn cynnig sicrwydd a chysondeb ychwanegol i’r staff cyflenwi a’r 
ysgolion. Mae asiantaethau ac awdurdodau lleol yn parhau i weithio i fodloni’r galw 
ymhlith ysgolion am athrawon cyflenwi, fel y maent wedi’i wneud drwy gydol y 
pandemig.  
 
I gefnogi ysgolion gydag unrhyw gostau uwch yn sgil absenoldebau oherwydd 
Covid-19, mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn parhau i ddarparu cyllid ychwanegol i ysgolion 
drwy’r Gronfa Galedi i dalu am gostau cyflenwi athrawon a chynorthwywyr addysgu 
sy’n mynd yn sâl gyda Covid-19, neu sy’n gorfod hunanynysu. Bydd hyn yn parhau 
tra bo’r cyfraddau yn dal yn uchel. Gall ysgolion ddefnyddio’r cyllid hwn i archebu 
staff ymlaen llaw ar gyfer anghenion cyflenwi a ragwelir, neu i wneud trefniadau 
cyflenwi tymor hir dros dymor y gaeaf. Bydd hyn yn lleihau’r angen i staff cyflenwi 
symud o un ysgol i’r llall, ac yn lleihau’r risg i ddysgwyr a staff. 
 
Mae asiantaethau ar Fframwaith y Gwasanaeth Caffael Cenedlaethol yn gweithio i 
gynyddu’r adnodd sydd ar gael iddynt, ac wedi bod yn cysylltu â staff cyflenwi a 
gofrestrwyd yn y gorffennol er mwyn ymateb i’r galw ar hyn o bryd. Cynigiwyd 
cymhellion i athrawon cyflenwi mewn rhai ardaloedd hefyd lle mae’n anodd dod o 
hyd iddynt.   
 
Diweddariad Cronfa Caledi 
 
Y dyddiad cau ar gyfer hawliad caledi mis Tachwedd yw dydd Gwener 3ydd Rhagfyr. 
Dylai eich hawliadau fod am unrhyw wariant ychwanegol yr ydych wedi'i ysgwyddo o 
ganlyniad uniongyrchol i Covid-19 yn ystod mis Tachwedd 2021. 
 
Mae Llywodraeth Cymru wedi cadarnhau y bydd y meini prawf cymhwysedd cyfredol 
yn aros yn eu lle tan ddiwedd mis Mawrth 2022 (mae'r manylion llawn ynghlwm gyda 
crynodeb isod). 
 
  







 


Caniateir Ni chanianteir 


• Lefelau priodol o lanhau ysgolion 
(yn unol â chlefydau 
trosglwyddadwy eraill). Glanhau 
dwfn lleol lle bu clwstwr o 
achosion 


• Adnoddau a deunyddiau 


• Gwarchod ar gyfer staff lle maen 
nhw'n 28+ wythnos yn feichiog 
ac yn methu â gweithio yn yr 
ysgol yn dilyn asesiad risg 


• Argraffu a copio 


• Gwarchod ar gyfer staff sy'n 
hynod fregus yn glinigol os yw 
asesiad risg wedi eu cynghori i 
gael eu hadleoli neu weithio 
gartref 


• Postio 


• PPE • Costau gwarchod staff admin 
neu staff safle 


• Masgiau wyneb ar gyfer staff a 
myfyrwyr os oes angen yn ol y 
canllawiau 


• Gofynion pellhau cymdeithasol 


Caniateir tan ddiwedd mis Rhagfyr ac 
yna bydd yn cael ei adolygu yn dibynnu 
ar y cyfraddau: 


• Gwarchod athro / cynorthwyydd 
dosbarth lle mae staff i ffwrdd yn 
sâl â Covid, ymateb i’r brechlyn, 
hunan-ynysu neu ofalu am 
ddibynyddion na ellir eu gadael 
ar eu pennau eu hunain sy'n 
hunan-ynysu 


• Costau ychwanegol 
cynorthwywyr addysgu neu 
oruchwylwyr amser cinio i gynnal 
swigod mewn clybiau brecwast, 
clybiau ar ôl ysgol neu 
amseroedd egwyl 


 • Caledwedd TG ar gyfer dysgu 
gartref y tu hwnt i’r rhaglen Ed 
Tech  


 • Meddalwedd TG sydd ddim ar 
gael trwy hwb 


 • Dodrefn i alluogi pellter 
cymdeithasol 


 • Gwarchod staff sydd gyda long 
covid 


 
Llenwch yr holl golofnau ar y ffurflen hawlio a rhoi cymaint o wybodaeth â phosibl, 
dim ond am y mis cyntaf o absenoldeb y gellir hawlio costau cyflenwi ac ar yr adeg 
honno dylech ddychwelyd i'r cynllun salwch tymor hir i athrawon. Sylwch na 
chaniateir hawliadau ôl-weithredol mwyach. 
 
Ysgolion Cynradd - wrth hawlio am eitemau cyflogres, cwblhewch bob colofn o'r tab 
cyflogres ac yna anfon yr hawliad ymlaen i'ch PSO fel y gallant gwblhau'r gost ar 







eich rhan (colofn K). Sicrhewch fod eich PSO yn derbyn hyn gyda digon o amser i 
gwblhau'r gost a'i chyflwyno i gwrdd â'r dyddiad cau ar gyfer hawlio. 
  
Dylai pob eitem y hewlir amdani fod yn “gostau ychwanegol o ganlyniad 
uniongyrchol i Covid-19” a dylid defnyddio cyllidebau cyfredol yn gyntaf. Eich 
cyfrifoldeb chi yw sicrhau eich bod yn cadw cofnodion cywir at ddibenion archwilio. 
Sylwch, er ein bod yn cyflwyno hawliadau am yr eitemau hyn, nid oes unrhyw 
sicrwydd y cânt eu derbyn neu eu had-dalu, felly cofiwch y gallai unrhyw bryniannau 
a wnewch ddisgyn yn ôl i'ch cyllideb ddirprwyedig i'w hariannu. 
 
Nodyn i'ch atgoffa y bydd yr hawliad colli incwm nesaf yn ddyledus ddechrau mis 
Ionawr ar gyfer chwarter tri (Hydref-Rhagfyr), bydd cymhwysedd ar gyfer nifer llai o 
ymwelwyr yn unig. Ar hyn o bryd mae Abertawe yn y categori “cymedrol” ar 
fframwaith penderfyniadau rheoli heintiau Covid-19 Lleol, mae'r categoreiddio hwn 
yn caniatáu i glybiau / gosodiadau o'r fath weithredu. Felly, ni chaniateir hawliadau 
colli incwm o dan y fframwaith lle nad ydych wedi ailagor. Pe bai Abertawe yn symud 
i ‘Uchel Iawn’ ar y Fframwaith byddai hwn yn cael ei ail-ystyried. 
 
Cysylltwch ag unrhyw ymholiadau michelle.thomas@swansea.gov.uk. 


Local Government 


Hardship Fund - Principles and Guidance 2021-22.docx


Covid19 claim form 


21-22.xlsx  
 
Diweddariad profi llif unffordd 
 
Diolch i chi am eich cefnogaeth wrth i ni ddechrau tymor yr hydref-gaeaf. 
 
Ers dechrau mis Medi, mae lefelau profi llif unffordd a PCR wedi bod yn uwch nag 
erioed, gan alluogi i ni ddarganfod mwy o achosion. Mae’r cynnig i brofi yn parhau i 
fod yn wirfoddol, ond ar ôl ymgynghori â swyddogion iechyd y cyhoedd ac ystyried y 
data mwyaf diweddar rydym yn argymell bod lleoliadau yn parhau i gynnig 
profion llif unffordd heb symptomau tra eu bod yn parhau i fod ar agor ym mis 
Rhagfyr i mewn i’r flwyddyn newydd. Bryd hynny, bydd swyddogion yn adolygu'r 
data sydd ar gael unwaith eto ac yn cyfleu unrhyw newidiadau cyn gynted â phosib. 
 
Tra bod lleoliadau ar gau, mae profion llif unffordd ar gael yn rhad ac am ddim i 
unrhyw un dros 11 oed i brofi ddwywaith yr wythnos (bob 3 neu 4 diwrnod) heb 
symptomau COVID-19. 
Rydym yn eich annog i gymryd prawf: 
▪ os ydych yn mynd i fod mewn sefyllfa risg uwch, gan gynnwys treulio amser 


mewn mannau prysur neu dan do 
▪ cyn i chi ymweld â phobl sydd â risg uwch o salwch difrifol o COVID-19 
▪ os ydych yn teithio i rannau eraill o Gymru neu’r DU. 
 
Yn y flwyddyn newydd, rydym yn annog staff a dysgwyr dros 11 oed i brofi 
ddwywaith gyda phrofion llif unffordd (3 neu 4 diwrnod ar wahân) yn yr 
wythnos cyn dychwelyd i’r ysgol neu goleg ac yna, i barhau i brofi’n rheolaidd 
ddwywaith yr wythnos am bythefnos ar ôl dechrau’r tymor ysgol ym mis 
Ionawr. Dylai unigolion ddefnyddio’u stoc eu hunain o brofion llif unffordd neu os yw 
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eu lleoliad ar gau, archebu o’r sianel gymunedol os oes angen cyflenwad 
ychwanegol. 
 
Rydym hefyd yn ystyried sut gall brofi gael ei ddefnyddio yn y tymor hirach fel rhan o 
ystod o fesurau o fewn y Fframwaith Penderfyniadau Lleol ar gyfer ysgolion 
a  darparwyr dysgu ôl-16. Bydd mwy o wybodaeth ar y pwnc yma yn cael ei rannu 
cyn gynted â phosib. 
 
Diweddariad profi llif unffordd – cyfnod y Nadolig 
  
Er mwyn paratoi ar gyfer cyfnod y Nadolig, gofynnwn i chi nodi mai’r dyddiad olaf ar 
gyfer archebu citiau profi llif unffordd cyn cyfnod y Nadolig yw 5pm dydd Mawrth 07 
Rhagfyr 2021.  
  
Bydd y cyflenwadau olaf o gitiau profi llif unffordd cyn cyfnod y Nadolig yn cael eu 
danfon yn yr wythnos sy’n cychwyn dydd Llun 13 Rhagfyr 2021. 
  
Gofynnwn i chi nodi na fydd cyflenwadau yn cael eu danfon yn ystod cyfnod y 
Nadolig ar ôl y dyddiad hwnnw. Os yw eich lleoliad ar agor yn ystod y cyfnod yma ac 
mae angen mwy o brofion arnoch, gofynnwn i chi ddefnyddio’r adran cyfarwyddiadau 
cyflenwad er mwyn rhoi gwybod i bartneriaid cyflenwi am eich amser a dyddiadau 
agor. Os nad ydych yn rhoi’r wybodaeth hyn bydd eich archeb yn cael ei 
brosesu pan fydd cyflenwadau yn ailddechrau yn y flwyddyn newydd. 
 
Nodyn atgoffa archebu citiau profi llif unffordd 
  
Mae modd i leoliadau archebu citiau profi llif unffordd drwy’r ddolen hon: 
https://request-testing.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/ Bydd pob archeb sy’n cael 
ei osod cyn 5pm ar ddyddiau Mawrth yn cael eu danfon yr wythnos ganlynol. 
  
Bydd angen eu UON, sydd ar gael drwy’r banc asedau Addysg - Asedau 
Cyhoeddedig (assetbank-server.com) 
  
Os oes unrhyw broblemau, cysylltwch â’r mewnflwch os gwelwch yn dda - 
eduandcctesting@llyw.cymru. 
  
Mae’n bwysig eich bod yn cofrestru eich canlyniad prawf llif unffordd gan 
ddefnyddio’ch rhif sefydliad unigryw (UON). Gofynnwn i chi adrodd eich 
canlyniad hyd yn oed os yw’n negatif.  
  
Gofynnwn i chi gofio i wirio dyddiad dod i ben eich profion. Ni ddylai profion 
sydd wedi pasio’r dyddiad dod i ben gael eu defnyddio a dylid eu taflu gyda gwastraff 
cyffredin. 
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Education Directorate 
Civic Centre, Oystermouth Road,  
Swansea, SA1 3SN 
www.swansea.gov.uk 
Please ask for: 
Direct Line: 
E-Mail: 
Our Ref: 
Your Ref: 
Date: 
 


To receive this information in alternative format, or in Welsh please contact the above. 
I dderbyn yr wybodaeth hon mewn fformat arall neu yn Gymraeg, cysylltwch â’r person uchod. 


Dear Parents/Carers 
 
On Monday 13 September 2021, Dr Keith Reid, Executive Director of Public Health for 
the Swansea Bay region wrote to me to indicate that the Regional Incident Management 
Team (IMT) considers that the level of risk in Swansea Bay is currently equivalent to the 
“High” rating on our schools framework. This decision has been communicated to our 
schools and extra measures are now being put in place across all our schools. 
 
If ever proof was needed, this shows that Covid has not gone away in our region or in 
Wales and levels of infection are now as high as last December. Schools are not 
themselves a high risk, but we are asking them to take steps to help prevent the 
continuing spread of the virus in the wider community. 
 
Amongst the control measures that schools will be considering are: 


• not holding large group gatherings such as assemblies (whole year groups in 
Comp/whole school in Primary) 


• the use of one way systems within the school building 
• consistent seating plans (recognising this may not be possible for younger 


learners) 
• using outdoor spaces where possible 
• floor signage 
• Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include 


forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, 
recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners 
that require one to one support. 


• Twice weekly LFD testing available for staff and secondary learners to help 
identify and isolate asymptomatic cases as soon as possible. 


• Face coverings should be worn by secondary aged learners when moving around 
indoor communal areas outside of the classroom. Face coverings continue to be 
needed on school transport. 


• Face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in schools when moving 
around indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, 
where physical distance cannot be maintained. 


 


 
 
 
 
 


14 September 2021 


 







 


Any schools, based on their risk assessment, can put additional mitigation and control 
measures in place as they see fit and we ask that you support our headteachers and 
their staff with this. 
 
Please remember that a Lateral Flow Test is not suitable for anyone showing symptoms. 
Anyone showing symptoms must book a PCR test and must isolate at home until the 
result of that test is known. 
 
We are asking everyone in Swansea to continue to wash your hands regularly, to avoid 
heavily crowded places and remember that fresh air is important so if you are out 
socialising, meet outdoors if you can. 
 
Vaccination is an extremely important protection against infection and drop-in 
vaccination sessions are running regularly in Swansea Bay for anyone over the age of 
16. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 


 
 
Helen Morgan-Rees       
Director of Education     
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Y Gyfarwyddiaeth Addysg 
Y Ganolfan Ddinesig, Heol Ystumllwynarth,  
Abertawe, SA1 3SN 
www.abertawe.gov.uk 
Gofynwch am: 
Ffôn: 
E-Bost: 
Ein Cyf: 
Eich Cyf: 
Dyddiad: 
 


To receive this information in alternative format, or in Welsh please contact the above. 
I dderbyn yr wybodaeth hon mewn fformat arall neu yn Gymraeg, cysylltwch â’r person uchod. 


Annwyl Rieni/Warcheidiaid  
 
Ar ddydd Llun 13 Medi 2021, ysgrifennodd Dr Keith Reid, Cyfarwyddwr Gweithredol 
Iechyd y Cyhoedd ar gyfer rhanbarth Bae Abertawe ataf i nodi bod y Tîm Rheoli 
Digwyddiadau Rhanbarthol (IMT) yn ystyried bod lefel y risg ym Mae Abertawe ar hyn o 
bryd yn cyfateb i'r Sgôr “Uchel” ar ein fframwaith ysgolion. Mae'r penderfyniad hwn 
wedi'i gyfleu i'n hysgolion ac mae mesurau ychwanegol bellach yn cael eu rhoi ar waith 
ar draws ein holl ysgolion.  
 
Os oedd angen prawf erioed, mae hyn yn dangos nad yw Covid wedi diflannu yn ein 
rhanbarth nac yng Nghymru a bod lefelau haint bellach mor uchel â mis Rhagfyr 
diwethaf. Nid yw ysgolion eu hunain yn risg uchel, ond rydym yn gofyn iddynt gymryd 
camau i helpu i atal y firws rhag lledaenu yn y gymuned ehangach. 
 
Ymhlith y mesurau rheoli y bydd ysgolion yn eu hystyried mae: 


• osgoi cynnal digwyddiadau ar gyfer grwpiau mawr, fel gwasanaethau ysgol 
(grwpiau blwyddyn gyfan mewn Ysgol Uwchradd / ysgol gyfan yn yr Ysgol 
Gynradd) 


• defnyddio systemau unffordd o fewn adeiladau’r ysgol 
• cynlluniau eistedd cyson (gan gydnabod efallai na fydd hyn yn bosibl i ddysgwyr 


iau) 
• defnyddio’r awyr agored lle y bo hynny'n bosibl  
• arwyddion ar y llawr 
• rhoi mesurau cadw pellter corfforol a chynlluniau eistedd ar waith mewn 


ystafelloedd dosbarth. Gall hyn gynnwys desgiau sy'n wynebu'r blaen yn dibynnu 
ar faint yr ystafell ac asesiad risg, gan gydnabod efallai na fydd hyn yn bosibl 
gyda phlant iau na dysgwyr y mae angen cymorth un i un arnynt. 


• Cynnig profion llif unffordd ddwywaith yr wythnos i staff a dysgwyr uwchradd er 
mwyn helpu i nodi ac ynysu achosion asymptomatig cyn gynted â phosibl. 


• Dylai dysgwyr oed uwchradd wisgo gorchuddion wyneb wrth symud o amgylch 
ardaloedd cymunedol dan do y tu allan i'r ystafell ddosbarth, fel coridorau, lle nad 
oes modd cadw pellter corfforol. Dylid parhau i wisgo gorchuddion wyneb ar 
gludiant i'r ysgol. 


• Dylai staff ac ymwelwyr wisgo gorchuddion wyneb wrth symud o amgylch 
ardaloedd cymunedol dan do y tu allan i'r ystafell ddosbarth, fel coridorau, lle nad 
oes modd cadw pellter corfforol. 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


14 Medi 2021 







 


Gall unrhyw ysgolion, yn seiliedig ar eu hasesiad risg, roi mesurau lliniaru a rheoli 
ychwanegol ar waith fel y gwelant yn dda a gofynnwn ichi gefnogi ein penaethiaid a'u 
staff gyda hyn. 
 
Cofiwch nad yw Prawf Llif Unffordd yn addas i unrhyw un sy'n dangos symptomau. 
Rhaid i unrhyw un sy'n dangos symptomau archebu prawf PCR a rhaid iddynt ynysu 
gartref nes bod canlyniad y prawf hwnnw'n hysbys. 
 
Rydyn ni'n gofyn i bawb yn Abertawe barhau i olchi'ch dwylo'n rheolaidd, i osgoi lleoedd 
gyda llawer o bobl a chofio bod awyr iach yn bwysig felly os ydych chi allan yn 
cymdeithasu, cwrdd yn yr awyr agored os gallwch chi. 
 
Mae brechu yn amddiffyniad hynod bwysig yn erbyn haint ac mae sesiynau brechu galw 
heibio yn cael eu cynnal yn rheolaidd ym Mae Abertawe i unrhyw un dros 16 oed. 
 
Diolch i chi, fel bob amser, am eich cefnogaeth barhaus. 
 
Yn gywir  


 
 
Helen Morgan-Rees        
Cyfarwyddwr Addysg       
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Swansea Education’s Covid Bulletin

Bwletin Covid Addysg Abertawe

Wednesday 15 September 2021



In various meetings and correspondence a number of headteachers have raised concerns with us about the TTP and contact tracing processes that are currently in place. Please be assured that your concerns are being raised at a national level so that we can influence the national framework that our contact tracers have to follow and the impact its implementation is having on our schools. 



Schools in the main will not be contacted by TTP unless deemed necessary and important. When a request for contact details is sent to schools you only need to respond during the working week.



We have seen over 100 cases a day in the school population alone, out of daily caseloads exceeding 250, which has led to a delay in these cases being traced. This can be for a number of reasons including current capacity within tracing teams, priority being given to care settings and other groups set by the Tracing National Framework, delays in test results being produced etc.



Following further discussions with colleagues we will be providing schools with a more generic letter that can be used with classes/year groups when there are multiple cases. This will be circulated tomorrow. You have our support in using this letter as and when you need to. 



We are hearing you loud and clear on your frustrations at this time and please be assured that colleagues across the Council share and are raising these concerns so that we can all be clear on what is expected of us at yet another challenging time.



IMT Assessment of Risk



Please see below the message shared with headteachers on Monday afternoon. This is followed by some FAQs developed following questions by colleagues and the letter provided to send to parents.



Following the decision of the Regional IMT that the level of risk in Swansea Bay is currently equivalent to the “High” rating on the framework here is a list of the appropriate mitigations that schools should now put in place within their buildings:

· not holding large group gatherings such as assemblies (whole year groups in Comp/whole school in Primary)

· the use of one way systems within the school building

· consistent seating plans (recognising this may not be possible for younger learners)

· using outdoor spaces where possible

· floor signage

· Physical distancing and seating plans in place in classrooms. This may include forward facing desks depending on room capacity and risk assessment, recognising that this may not be possible with younger children or with learners that require one to one support.

· Twice weekly LFD testing available for staff and secondary learners to help identify and isolate asymptomatic cases as soon as possible.

· Face coverings should be worn by secondary aged learners when moving around indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, where physical distance cannot be maintained. Face coverings continue to be recommended on school transport.

· Face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in schools when moving around indoor communal areas outside of the classroom, such as corridors, where physical distance cannot be maintained.



Any schools, based on their risk assessment, can put additional mitigation and control measures in place as they see fit.



The Framework has to be in place for all schools by Monday 20th September but we would encourage you to ensure that the above mitigations are put in place as a matter of urgency. Feel free to use the above in a communication to parents and carers.



		Questions

		Answers



		Will this affect the use of changing rooms for PE lessons in secondary schools?

		The changing of the risk level does not prevent the use of changing rooms. 



		Can school trips/visits still take place?

		Yes, these visits can still take place as long as all the usual control measures and risk assessments are in place. We will provide a wider update on school visit processes (not Covid) in the coming days.



		Can we still use the school hall for lunches?

		Decisions should be based on an individual school’s risk assessment. If you need any advice please contact your Health and Safety link officer.







COVID-19 Vaccination – JCVI & Chief Medical Officers’ advice on vaccinating 12-15 year olds



After careful consideration, on public health grounds, the UK Chief Medical Officers recommend that all children and young people aged 12-15 not already covered by existing JCVI advice should be offered a first dose of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine. Please follow the link to read the Minister for Health and Social Services’ statement and also find attached helpful FAQs developed by the Welsh Government.



https://gov.wales/written-statement-covid-19-vaccination-jcvi-chief-medical-officers-advice-vaccinating-12-15-year 









[bookmark: Cymraeg]Bwletin Covid Addysg Abertawe

Dydd Mercher 15 Medi 2021



Mewn amrywiol gyfarfodydd a gohebiaeth mae nifer o benaethiaid wedi codi pryderon gyda ni am y TTP a'r prosesau olrhain cyswllt sydd ar waith ar hyn o bryd. Gallwn eich sicrhau fod eich pryderon yn cael eu codi ar lefel genedlaethol fel y gallwn ddylanwadu ar y fframwaith cenedlaethol y mae'n rhaid i'n holwyr cyswllt ei ddilyn a'r effaith y mae ei weithrediad yn ei chael ar ein hysgolion. 



Ni fydd TTP yn cysylltu ag ysgolion ar y cyfan oni bai ei fod yn angenrheidiol ac yn bwysig. Pan anfonir cais am fanylion cyswllt i ysgolion dim ond yn ystod yr wythnos waith y mae angen ichi ymateb. 



Rydym wedi gweld dros 100 o achosion y dydd ym mhoblogaeth yr ysgolion yn unig, allan o lwyth achosion dyddiol sy'n fwy na 250, sydd wedi arwain at oedi yn olrhain yr achosion hyn. Gall hyn fod am nifer o resymau gan gynnwys y gallu cyfredol o fewn timau olrhain, rhoi blaenoriaeth i leoliadau gofal a grwpiau eraill a osodir gan y Fframwaith Olrhain Cenedlaethol, oedi cyn cynhyrchu canlyniadau profion ac ati. 



Yn dilyn trafodaethau pellach gyda chydweithwyr byddwn yn darparu llythyr mwy generig i ysgolion y gellir ei ddefnyddio gyda dosbarthiadau / grwpiau blwyddyn pan fydd sawl achos. Bydd hwn yn cael ei rannu yfory. Mae gennych ein cefnogaeth i ddefnyddio'r llythyr hwn yn ôl yr angen. 



Rydym yn eich clywed yn uchel ac yn glir ar eich rhwystredigaethau ar hyn o bryd a byddwch yn sicr bod cydweithwyr ar draws y Cyngor yn rhannu ac yn codi'r pryderon hyn fel y gallwn i gyd fod yn glir ynghylch yr hyn a ddisgwylir gennym ar adeg heriol arall.



Asesiad Risg yr IMT



Gweler isod y neges a rennir gyda phenaethiaid brynhawn Llun. Dilynir hyn gan rai Cwestiynau Cyffredin a ddatblygwyd yn dilyn cwestiynau gan gydweithwyr a'r llythyr a ddarperir i'w anfon at rieni.



Yn dilyn penderfyniad yr IMT Rhanbarthol bod lefel y risg ym Mae Abertawe ar hyn o bryd yn cyfateb i'r sgôr “Uchel” ar y fframwaith dyma restr o'r mesurau lliniaru priodol y dylai ysgolion eu rhoi ar waith nawr o fewn eu hadeiladau:

· osgoi cynnal digwyddiadau ar gyfer grwpiau mawr, fel gwasanaethau ysgol (grwpiau blwyddyn gyfan mewn Ysgol Uwchradd / ysgol gyfan yn yr Ysgol Gynradd)

· defnyddio systemau unffordd

· cynlluniau eistedd cyson (gan gydnabod efallai na fydd hyn yn bosibl i ddysgwyr iau)

· defnyddio mannau awyr agored lle y bo hynny'n bosibl 

· arwyddion ar y llawr

· Rhoi mesurau cadw pellter corfforol a chynlluniau eistedd ar waith mewn ystafelloedd dosbarth. Gall hyn gynnwys desgiau sy'n wynebu'r blaen yn dibynnu ar faint yr ystafell ac asesiad risg, gan gydnabod efallai na fydd hyn yn bosibl gyda phlant iau na dysgwyr y mae angen cymorth un i un arnynt.

· Cynnig profion llif unffordd ddwywaith yr wythnos i staff a dysgwyr uwchradd er mwyn helpu i nodi ac ynysu achosion asymptomatig cyn gynted â phosibl.

· Dylai dysgwyr oed uwchradd wisgo gorchuddion wyneb wrth symud o amgylch ardaloedd cymunedol dan do y tu allan i'r ystafell ddosbarth, fel coridorau, lle nad oes modd cadw pellter corfforol. Argymhellir y dylid parhau i wisgo gorchuddion wyneb ar gludiant i'r ysgol.

· Dylai staff ac ymwelwyr wisgo gorchuddion wyneb wrth symud o amgylch ardaloedd cymunedol dan do y tu allan i'r ystafell ddosbarth, fel coridorau, lle nad oes modd cadw pellter corfforol..



Gall unrhyw ysgolion, ar sail eu hasesiad risg, roi mesurau lliniaru a rheoli ychwanegol ar waith yn ôl yr angen.



Rhaid i'r Fframwaith fod ar waith ar gyfer pob ysgol erbyn dydd Llun 20fed Medi ond byddem yn eich annog i sicrhau bod y mesurau lliniaru uchod yn cael eu rhoi ar waith ar unwaith. Mae croeso i chi ddefnyddio'r uchod mewn cyfathrebiad â rhieni a gwarcheidiaid.



		Cwestiynnau

		Atebion



		A fydd hyn yn effeithio ar y defnydd o ystafelloedd newid ar gyfer gwersi AG mewn ysgolion uwchradd?

		Nid yw newid y lefel risg yn atal defnyddio ystafelloedd newid.



		A all teithiau / ymweliadau ysgol ddigwydd o hyd?

		Gall yr ymweliadau hyn ddigwydd o hyd cyn belled â bod yr holl fesurau rheoli ac asesiadau risg arferol ar waith. Byddwn yn darparu diweddariad ehangach ar brosesau ymweldiadau ysgolion (nid Covid) yn y dyddiau nesaf.



		A allwn ni ddefnyddio neuadd yr ysgol o hyd ar gyfer cinio?



		Dylai penderfyniadau fod yn seiliedig ar asesiad risg ysgol unigol. Os oes angen unrhyw gyngor arnoch chi, cysylltwch â'ch swyddog cyswllt Iechyd a Diogelwch.







Brechiadau COVID-19 – Cyngor y Cyd-bwyllgor ar Imiwneiddio a Brechu a’r Prif Swyddog Meddygol ar frechu plant a phobl ifanc 12-15 oed



Ar ôl ystyried yn ofalus, ar sail iechyd y cyhoedd, mae Prif Swyddogion Meddygol y DU yn argymell y dylai pob plentyn a pherson ifanc 12-15 oed, nad ydynt eisoes wedi'u cynnwys o dan gyngor presennol y Cyd-bwyllgor, gael cynnig dos cyntaf o frechlyn COVID-19 Pfizer-BioNTech. Dilynwch y ddolen i ddarllen datganiad y Gweinidog Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol ’a hefyd cewch Gwestiynau Cyffredin defnyddiol isod a ddatblygwyd gan Lywodraeth Cymru.



https://llyw.cymru/datganiad-ysgrifenedig-brechiadau-covid-19-cyngor-y-cyd-bwyllgor-ar-imiwneiddio-brechu-ar-prif. 
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COVID-19 vaccination 


Vaccination of 12 – 15 year olds



Why are 12-15 year olds being offered the COVID-19 vaccine?


NHS Wales will begin offering the COVID-19 vaccine to all children and young people aged 12 – 15 years. 


This was recommended by the UK’s Chief Medical Officers (CMOs) after reviewing evidence on the public health benefits of extending vaccination to younger people. They considered the mental health and long-term prospects for young people, and the impact on education.


The CMOs said that education was one of the most important drivers of improved public health and mental health. Evidence from clinical public health colleagues was clear about the impact that absent or disrupted face-to-face education has had on the welfare and mental health of many children and young people.


The Joint Committee for Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) reported that the benefits from vaccination are marginally greater than the potential known harms in this age group, but could not be recommended on health grounds alone.


The JCVI suggested that the government may wish to seek further views on things that were outside their remit - wider societal and educational impacts - from the Chief Medical Officers of the four nations. 


The UK CMOs considered a range of evidence on the wider public health benefits, as well as the risks, of universal vaccination in this age group before recommending that vaccination should go ahead. 


In August 2021, the vaccination programme was extended to include 16 and 17 year olds. Everyone in this age group in Wales has been invited to be vaccinated. 


Why did the advice vary for 12-15 year olds compared to 16-17 year olds?


Young people aged 16 and 17 years are moving towards adulthood, higher education and/or the workplace. Their social behaviour and social mixing patterns are different compared to children aged 12 to 15 years, and throughout the pandemic rates of infection have been consistently higher in 16 to 17-year olds compared to younger children. Those aged 16 and 17 years can also provide informed consent for their own vaccination.


What do 12-15 year olds need to do? 


They will receive information from their health board about when and where they can get vaccinated. How they get the vaccine will vary depending on where they live in Wales, but it will be in a vaccination centre or school setting. Please do not call your GP to ask about an appointment. 


It’s important that parents and guardians talk about vaccination with young people to see if they want to accept the offer. They should explain why vaccination is being offered as well as understanding the risks. Please use trusted sources of information, like the NHS and Public Health Wales, to inform decisions around vaccination.


Information for children and young people will be available from Public Health Wales in due course. 


Health Boards in Wales have been planning for the vaccination of this age group since May, to be ready if the decision was made.


The intention is to offer all 12-15 year olds an appointment and to vaccinate all who choose to come forward by October half term.


The programme will use vaccinators with experience of vaccinating children and young people. If the person being vaccinated has a fear of needles or feels anxious, let the person giving the vaccine know. They will be understanding and offer support.


You should not attend a vaccine appointment if you have COVID symptoms or are: 


· self-isolating, 


· waiting for a COVID-19 test result, or 


· within 4 weeks of having a positive COVID-19 test. 


If any of the above, please cancel and wait until you have recovered to have the vaccine.


Will the vaccine protect younger people?


The vaccination will reduce the chance of you suffering from COVID-19 disease. It may take a few weeks for your body to build up some protection after having the vaccine. 


Like all medicines no vaccine is completely effective. Some people may still get COVID-19 despite having the vaccine, but this should be less severe. 


The vaccine given to children and young people is the Pfizer vaccine.


Tests have shown the vaccine is safe and effective. The Pfizer vaccine has been approved for use from age 12 up by the UK’s independent medicines regulator.


The vaccine has not been approved for use in under 12s and this is not being considered at this time. 


Am I at risk from COVID-19 infection?


COVID-19 is an infectious disease that affects your breathing. Very few children and young people with COVID infection go on to have severe disease, but the illness can carry on months after infection, known as Long Covid.


Coronavirus can affect anyone. Some children and young people are at greater risk. This includes those who already live with severe health conditions.


The JCVI also recommended that some children and young people with weakened immune systems should be added to the vaccination programme. This was because they were at higher risk of serious illness from COVID.


For most children and young people COVID is a mild illness. Symptoms may last for no longer than 2 to 3 weeks.


If you need more information on symptoms visit: NHS 111 Wales


Are there side effects or potential risks?


After having the vaccine: 


· Your arm might feel heavy or sore.


· Your body might ache.


· You might feel like you have a cold or the flu.


· You might have a headache.


· You might feel tired.


· You might feel very hot or very cold.


If you feel unwell, you can rest and take painkillers like paracetamol. You should feel better in a few days.


A very small number of people may get:


· problems with their heart (myocarditis) – this can feel like your heart is beating in a different way than usual


· pain in their chest (pericarditis)


· breathing problems 


If you feel unwell and are not sure what help you need you can use NHS 111.


They will tell you what to do. If it is an emergency, they will be able to send an ambulance.


If someone feels unwell after their vaccine, you can report it using the yellow card website. This helps find out how different people feel after the vaccine and makes sure the vaccine keeps people safe.


How many doses will 12-15 year olds be offered?


All 12-15 year olds in Wales will be offered a first dose of the Pfizer vaccine. The JCVI has seen more safety data for Pfizer for this age group so it is the preferred vaccine.


The JCVI has been asked for advice on whether second doses should be offered when more international data is available on second doses in this age group. This will not be before the Spring 2022.


How many doses will those in at-risk groups receive?


Those aged 12 and above who are in an ‘at risk’ group will be offered a two-dose primary schedule unless they are severely immunosuppressed, in which case a three-dose schedule is advised (JCVI guidance). 


Will teachers be offered boosters at the same time as children and young people?


No, prioritisation is not decided by profession. It’s expected that the booster programme will start with priority groups 1-9 as defined by the JCVI (the same as the previous part of the programme), with people being offered a booster six months after their second dose. Some teachers may be in this group due to health conditions, or age.


Will teachers who have not yet taken up their offer for vaccination (first or second dose) be able to get vaccinated in schools?





No, 93% of all school staff are already double vaccinated. There are walk-in centres across Wales where no appointment is needed, for anybody who hasn’t yet had their first or second vaccine (as long as there is an 8 week interval).





Can under 16s consent to vaccination?



For those under 16 years of age, consent to vaccination is sought from a person with parental responsibility. Consent is only needed from one person with parental responsibility as long as there is no dispute about vaccination with any other parent responsible for that child or another person “in loco parentis” where a decision by the courts may be needed.


For vaccination centres, the parent or carer will provide consent when they arrive with the child/young person.  


In a secondary school setting, it is common practice for consent forms and information (or links to information), to be sent to the child’s parents or guardian in advance of the immunisation session. The consent forms may be paper or electronic systems where the parents are emailed to seek consent. Written parental consent is sought in advance as the parents or guardian are not usually present at the time of vaccination.


What is Gillick competence?


Under 16s are not automatically presumed to be legally competent to make decisions about their healthcare, including whether they should be given the COVID-19 vaccine. However, the courts have stated that under 16s will be competent to give valid consent to a particular intervention if they have “sufficient understanding and intelligence to understand fully what is proposed”.


The Gillick test provides that if a child under the age of 16 has sufficient understanding and intelligence to understand what is being proposed, care and treatment can be provided without parental consent. 


If a child is not competent to give consent for themselves, consent should be sought from a person with parental responsibility.


Can schools help secure parental or child consent?


Although schools may host immunisation services and help in distributing information, they are not responsible for securing parental or child consent, assessing Gillick competence or mediating between parents and children who may disagree about whether or not to consent. This is the role of the school nurses, who have the expertise and experience to handle these issues and whose registered nurses are professionally accountable.


In Wales the vaccine will predominantly be offered through vaccination centres, so the role of most schools will be minimal i.e. sharing factual information provided by the health board.  


Were children’s rights considered in the advice given by Chief Medical Officers?


Yes, children’s rights were at the forefront of decision making. The CMOs considered overall wellbeing, in line with the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Social Services and Wellbeing Act and the Well-being of Future Generations Act. These are all duties on Welsh Ministers that are broader than simply medical outcomes. These considerations were beyond the remit of JCVI - which has given very valuable advice – and have been used to inform ministerial decisions.


image1.jpeg


Llywodraeth Cymru
Welsh Government










2021-09  Stakeholder FAQ - vaccinating 12 - 15 year olds.docx

[image: WG_positive_40mm]14 September 2021





14 September 2021





COVID-19 vaccination 


Vaccination of 12 – 15 year olds
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If someone feels unwell after their vaccine, you can report it using the yellow card website. This helps find out how different people feel after the vaccine and makes sure the vaccine keeps people safe.


How many doses will 12-15 year olds be offered?
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Will teachers who have not yet taken up their offer for vaccination (first or second dose) be able to get vaccinated in schools?





No, 93% of all school staff are already double vaccinated. There are walk-in centres across Wales where no appointment is needed, for anybody who hasn’t yet had their first or second vaccine (as long as there is an 8 week interval).





Can under 16s consent to vaccination?



For those under 16 years of age, consent to vaccination is sought from a person with parental responsibility. Consent is only needed from one person with parental responsibility as long as there is no dispute about vaccination with any other parent responsible for that child or another person “in loco parentis” where a decision by the courts may be needed.
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In a secondary school setting, it is common practice for consent forms and information (or links to information), to be sent to the child’s parents or guardian in advance of the immunisation session. The consent forms may be paper or electronic systems where the parents are emailed to seek consent. Written parental consent is sought in advance as the parents or guardian are not usually present at the time of vaccination.


What is Gillick competence?


Under 16s are not automatically presumed to be legally competent to make decisions about their healthcare, including whether they should be given the COVID-19 vaccine. However, the courts have stated that under 16s will be competent to give valid consent to a particular intervention if they have “sufficient understanding and intelligence to understand fully what is proposed”.


The Gillick test provides that if a child under the age of 16 has sufficient understanding and intelligence to understand what is being proposed, care and treatment can be provided without parental consent. 
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Can schools help secure parental or child consent?


Although schools may host immunisation services and help in distributing information, they are not responsible for securing parental or child consent, assessing Gillick competence or mediating between parents and children who may disagree about whether or not to consent. This is the role of the school nurses, who have the expertise and experience to handle these issues and whose registered nurses are professionally accountable.


In Wales the vaccine will predominantly be offered through vaccination centres, so the role of most schools will be minimal i.e. sharing factual information provided by the health board.  


Were children’s rights considered in the advice given by Chief Medical Officers?


Yes, children’s rights were at the forefront of decision making. The CMOs considered overall wellbeing, in line with the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Social Services and Wellbeing Act and the Well-being of Future Generations Act. These are all duties on Welsh Ministers that are broader than simply medical outcomes. These considerations were beyond the remit of JCVI - which has given very valuable advice – and have been used to inform ministerial decisions.
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Risk Assessment (4


th


 


January 2022


)


 


 


This risk assessment has been updated following Welsh Government


 


easing of restrictions to alert level zero


 


announcement of alert level two restrictions


. 


The control plan signals the 


expectation that schools should 


operate as normally as possible at alert level zero. Baseline measures including risk assessments, improved hygiene and venti


lation, and preventing attendance by individuals with COVID


-


19 symptoms will continue to 


be in plac


e, but other measures are being relaxed as part of a proportionate system of controls. For schools, this will allow some flex


ibility for local decision


-


making and tailored interventions, supported by local 


authorities, Incident Management Teams (IMTs) and 


public health officials.  At alert level zero, there will be more flexibility for schools to determine what is required to ma


nage risks at the local level


.


 


 


The


 


Coronav


irus Control Plan for Wales: autumn and winter 2021 update


 


sets out 


that, despite the challe


nges the winter period poses, WG


 


expect schools, alongside childcare and play settings, colleges and universities, 


to remain open.


 


Baseline measures including risk


 


assessments and taking reasonable measures to minimise exposure to, and the spread of, coronavirus based on that risk assessm


ent, improved hygiene and ventilation, and preventing 


attendance by individuals with COVID


-


19 symptoms continue to be in place, re


gardless of Alert Level. But other measures will reflect the situation at a point in time, as part of a proportionate system 


of controls.


 


 


For 


schools, this allows some flexibility for local decision


-


making and tailored interventions, supported by local au


thorities, regional Incident Management Teams (IMTs) and public health officials.


 


Schools are to apply the 


VERY HIGH


 


control measures outlined in this risk assessment as agreed by IMT. In addition this RA


 


should be read in close conjunction with


 


WG documen


ts


:


 


·


 


Alert level 2: guidance for employers, businesses and organisations


 


which outlines fundamental advice on how COVID


-


19 is spread and what reasonable mea


sures employers should take in reducing the risk in their setting


 


·


 


the local COVID


-


19 intervention action card for schools


 


·


 


any


 


additional support material


 


provided to schools by Welsh Governmen


t


 


·


 


Local COVID


-


19 infection control decision framework for schools


 


From 26 December, organised events and gatherings must not take place for more than 30 people indoors and 50 people outdoors,


 


including amateur sporting events (where the maximum numbers do 


not include 


players, referees or coaching team). Elite sporting events can take place but spectators are not allowed to attend.


 


All events must be organised by a responsible body and have a risk assessment in line with NGB and 


WG guidelines. 


 


Flying Start 


settings based in schools will continue to work closely with their host school to mirror operations.  As such, Primary and Se


condary schools; Flying Start settings; PRU and Special Schools will be referred to as 


schools/settings in this risk assessment.  A


s Flying Start settings accommodate pre


-


Nursery age children, you will see ‘pupils/children’ used throughout the document. 


 


 


Every effort has been made to mitigate the risk to pupils/children, staff and parents, however, it is important to note that 


total 


mitigation of the risk of contamination/infection with Covid


-


19 is not possible. This will be 


made clear to all those using the facility.


 


This generic risk assessment meets H&S requirements and is in line with the most up to date guidance from WG; schools 


and settings risk framework. Headteachers and Governing 


Bodies are advised to amend this assessment to keep in line with their own setting’s circumstances and operational needs, 


by completing the 


Rationale 


box at the end of each risk assessment section


. Th


is will make this 


risk assessment suitable and sufficient for your school setting.


 


General instructions for use of this document:  Clicking on the Risk Assessment Section headings below will take you to that 


section of the risk assessment.  To 


return to th


is page, press ‘Ctrl’ & ‘Home’ buttons at the same time.  


 


 


Determining the level of risk


 


At the time of writing, we are operating


 


at alert level


 


zero


 


two


. 


This means that the overall risk level for Wales is determined as low.


 


At alert level 2 you should:


 


·


 


Follow guidance on limiting the number of people you meet who you do not live with.


 


·


 


If you meet people other than your household meet them outdoors wherever possible. If meetings indoors make sure it is well v


entilated.


 


The overall risk level for Wales wil


l continue to be determined nationally by 


Welsh Government using the information below and will be communicated to all.


 


 


Level of Risk 


–


 


LOW 


(click here to see description)


 


Level of Risk  


-


 


MODERATE 


(click


 


here to see description)


 


Level of Risk 


–


 


HIGH 


(click here to see description)


 


Level of Risk 


–


 


VERY HIGH 


(click here to see description)
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